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•  .  .  33  Days  of  action  without  relief,  without  replacements, 
.  Evrery  mission  accomplished,  Ro  ground  gained  ever’  relinquished. 
(Report  of 'Major  General  KIDG-WAY.) 


#  #  .  *  *  # 


COMBAT  EFEIGIMOY:  Excellent,  short  60$  Infantry,  90$  Artillery, 
(Erca  G-3  report  as  of  062400  June  1944,) 
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323, A3 ]£20mZ  DIVISION 


SECTION  I  —  PREFACE 


The  82d  Airborne  Division  arrived  in  the  European  Theater  of  Operations;  on 
9  December,  1943,  bronzed  hy  the  summer. suns  of  NORTH  AFRICA  and  SICILY  and' 
bled  and  battle-tested  in  campaigns  in  SICILY  and  the  ITALIAN  mainland#  One  . 
J!s$gimental  Combat  Team,  the  504th,  hlad  been  left  behind  when  the  Division  sailed 
from  NAPLES,  ITALY,  on  19  November,  1943,  "  -  ■ 

The  504th  Regimental  Combat  Team,  (consisting  of  the  504th  Parachute  In¬ 
fantry,  the  376th  Parachute  Field  Artillery  Battalion,  and  Company  C,  307th  Air¬ 
borne  Engineer  Battalion):  was  detached  from  the  Division  and  was' fighting  in 
the  mountains. north  of  the  VOLTURMO  River  when  the  82d  sailed  from  NAPLES. 

Later  it  was  "to  spend  more  than  60  days  of  gruelling  warfare  on  the  famous  ANZIO 
Beachhead  before  rejoining  the  Division  in  May  in  ENGLAND. 

The  Division  disembarked  at  3ELFaST,  NORTH  IRELAND,  and  occupied  an  area 
northwest  of  that  city.  Division  Headquarters  was  established  at  CASTLE  DAWSON, 
which  was  approximately  thirty  miles  from  BELFAST.  The  Division  was  attached 
to  XV  Corps, 

A  shortage  of  adequate  training  facilities;  the  short  days  and  long  nights, 
and  no  facilities  at  all  for  airborne  maneuvers,  handicapped  training.  The  need 
for  such  facilities  and  training  becojne.-increasingly  important  with  the  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  Division  on  14"  January,  1944,  of  the  2d  Airborne  Brigade,  which  in¬ 
cluded  tho  Brigade  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company  and  the  507th  and  508th 
Parachute  Infantry  Regiments,  and  preparations  were  made  for  tho  82d  to  move  to 
the  NOTTINGHAM  -  LEICESTER  -  MARKET  KAHBCRO  area  in  the  EngLish  Midlands,  Brig. 
Gen.  MAXWELL  B,  TAYLOR,  Division  Artillery  Commander,  rejoined  the  Division 
after  duty  with  tho  North  African  Theater  of  Operations. 


The  move  to  the  midlands:  was  made  in  mid-February,  1944,  and  an  intensive 
program  of  airborne  and  other  types  of  training  was  begun,  A  parachute  school 
was  opened  to  train  reinforcements,  and  a  series  of  parachute  problems  was  map— 
ped  out  to  begin  with  battalion  drops  and  to  culminate  with  a  drop  of  three  re¬ 
giments,  Glider  personnel  trained  with  the  British  Hbrsa  gliders  as  well  as 
with  the  CG-4A  (Waco)  gliders,  took  training  rides  of  more  than  two  hours  dura¬ 
tion# 

-  Division  Headquarters  was  established  in  a  hutted  camp  in  Braunstone  Park, 
LEICESTER,  The  telephone  code  names  of  ••Leader'*  and  "Keystone*',  employed  by 
the  Division  iin  NORTH  AFRICA,  SICILY,  and  ITALY,  were  dropped  and  the  Division- 
became  known  aS  "Champion"#  The  456th  Parachute  Field  Artillery  Battalion, 
which  had  seen  much  of  its  personnel  detached  and  left  in  ITALY,  was  reorganized. 
The  2d  Battalion,  401st  Glider  Infantry,  101st  Airborne  Division,  was  attached 
to  the  325th  Glider  Infantry#  This:  move  gave  tho  325th  a  total' of  three  batta¬ 
lions*  Brigadier  General  TAYIOR  left  the  Division  to  become  Commanding  General 
of  the  101st  Airborne  Division,  The  Division  was  attached  to  VIII  Corps, 

Meanwhile,  preparations  were  being  made  for  the  Division*  s- participation  in 
the  invasion,  of  the  NORMANDY,  FRANCE,  Peninsula  by  Allied  forces  in  "Operation. 
NEPTUNE".  'Brigadier  General  JAMES  M.  GAVIN,  the  assistant  Division  Commander, 
had  preceded  tho  Division  on  its  novo  from  ITALY  end  had  been  a  member  of  the 
airborne 'planning  staff  established  by  the  Allies  in  LONDON.  The  Division  Staff 
began  preliminary  planning  work  in  January  and  started  intensive  planning  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  when  the  Division  Situation  Room  was  opened  at  Camp  Braunstone.  The  Divi¬ 
sion  Commander,  Majpr  General.  MATTHEW  3,  RIDGWAY,  was  the  senior  American  Air¬ 
borne  representative  on  an  inter-Allied  airborne  planning  committee, 

"Y— Day",  the  day  by  which  all  plans  were  to  be  completed,  had  been  set  by 
Supreme  Headquarters,  Allied  Expeditionary  Force,  as  1  June,  Regimental  staffs 
were  "briefed"1  on  y-60  and  battalion  staffs  on  y-30  in  accordance  with  instruc¬ 
tions  received  from  the  First  United  States  Army  and  VII  Corps  to  which  the  Divi¬ 
sion  whould  be  attached  upon  landing. 
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SECTION  II  -  NARRATIVE! 


By  26  May  1944  all  plans  and  preparations  were  completed  for  the  Bivision 
to  carry  out  the  mission  assigae'gj  ii'  by  First  United  States  Army.  Held  and 
administrative  orders  had /been  p-fiSpghed  and  distributed,  In  a  series  of  map. 
maneuvers  on  a  special  1/5,000  map iiBSgimental  and  battalion  commanders  had  rut  ;- 
lined  their  plana  in  order  that  all  commandBrs  might  be  briefed  thoroughly  on 
the  prospective  Division  operations.  Divisional  seaborne  echelons  already  nrd 
departed  for  the  marshalling  yards  .and  were  assembled  in  camps  scattered  along 
the  Welsh  and  southern  Saglish  coasts.  She  Division  mission  was  to  be  as  foD* 
lows: 

"Land  by  parachute  and  glider  before  and  after  dawn  of 
D-Day  west  of  ST.  SAUVEUR  BE  VIOOMTE:.  seize,  clear  and 
secure  the  general  area  ST,  JACQUES  DE  NEJ2DU  (136985)  - 
BESNEVILLE  (137928)  (both  inclusive)  -  ST.  SAUVEUR  BE 
VIOOMTE  (exclusive)  -  BLANDAMOUR  (167982)  (inclusive), 
and  reorganiz-e;-  seize  and  destroy  the  crossings  of  the 
PRAIRIES  MARECAGEUSES  north  of  LA  SANGSURIERE  (188898) , 
at  ST.  SAUVEUR  DE  PIERRE  PONT  (145890):  destroy  the 
crossings  of  the  OLLONONDE  River,  in  the  vicinity  of  ST, 

10  D'OURVILLE  (090894)  and  block  crossroads  vicinity  BE 
CHEMIN  (102902)'*’  prevent  enemy  forces  moving  north  between 
ST.  10  D*OURVIBBE  and  Junction  of  DOUVE  River  with  PRAIRIE 
MARECAGEUSES  (228921);  and  protect  the  south  flank  of  VII 
Corps  north  of  the  same  line." 

The  mission,  however,  was  chan  god  by  the  First  Army  Commander  on  26  May 
due  to  confirmed  intelligence  reports  the  enemy  had  strengthened  his  forces  on 
the  COTENIN,  (CHERBOURG)  Peninsula  with  the  addition  of  the  91st.  Infantry  Di vi¬ 
sion  in  the  general  area  of  ST.  SAUVEUR  BE  VIOOMTE.  The  revised  mission  of  the 
82&  Airborne  Division  was  to  bet 

"Band  by  parachute  and  gLider  before  and  after  dawn  of 
D-Day  astride  the  MERDMET  River,  seize,  clear  and  secure 
the  general  area:  CR  (261938)  -  CR  (265958)  -  CR  (269975) 

-  RJ  (274982)  -  EJ  (283992)  -  Bridge  (308987)  ~  NEUVIBLE 
AU  PBAIN  ( 340905)  -  BANDIENVILBE  (360987)  within  its  zone; 
capture  ST,  MERE  EGBIST  (349965);-  seize  and  secure  the 
crossings  of  tho  MERDERET  River  at  (315957)  and  (321930), 
and  a  bridgehead  covering  then,  with  MBR  along  the  general 
line:  CR  (261938)  -  CR  (265958)  -  CR  (269975)  -  RJ  (274982) 

—  RJ  (283992);  seize  and  destroy  the  crossings  of  the  DOUVE 
River  at  BEUZEVIELE  BA  BASTILLE  (309911)  and  ETI ENTITLE 
(also  known  as  PONT  L’ABBE)  (269927);  protect  the  northwest 
flank  of  VII  Corps  within  the  Division  Zone:  and  be  prepared 
to  advance  west  on  Corps  order  to  the  line  of  the  DOUVE 
north  of  its  junction  with  the  PRAIRIES  MARECAGEUSES.  '* 

Now  orders  and  other  administrative  details  made  necessary  by  ohp  new  mis¬ 
sion  were  worked  out  quickly  and  disseminated  within  four  days.  The  change  did 
not  effect  the  basic  plan  for  movement  in  three  echelons  which  had  been  work-id 
out  as  follows: 

Force  "AB: commanded  by  Brigadier  General  JAMES  M.  GAVIN;  nctlstav.- 
Division  Commander,  to  be  committed  by  parachute  beforo  dawn  c«f  i>- 
Day  and  to  include 

Pianos 

Det  Hq  &  Hq  Co,  82d  Abn  Div  4 


2 


Pathfinders  '  9 

'  Bet  Hq  82d  Div  Arty  .  ,  .  ...  .  *  2 

Dot  82d  Abn  Sig  CJo  3 

Dot  456  -Prcht  FA,  Bn.. (atehd  505  Prcht  Inf) 

Air  Support  Partjr  (atehd  Hq,82d  Abtt-Div) , 

505  Prcht,  Inf  '  ■'  ,  117 

507  Prcht  Inf  -  117 

568  Prcht'  fntf.  :  ...  ....  .  .  117 

0bf  So  507  Abn  'Engr  ’3n '  ; /  9 

Haval  i  Shore  Fife  “Cohtirol  Party  (atehd 
505  Prcht  Inf) 

>’  ,  ••  -  f  TOTAL  \  .‘378  ' 


Force  ff3ff  - ; Ctoianan^ed  by  Major  General  MATTHEW  R.  RIDGWAY, 
Division  Commander,;  to.  be  Commit  ted,  .by  glider  Before  and. 
after  dawn  of  D^Day  and  to  include*  .  ; 

Glider  q 


Hq  &  Hq  Co  .82  Abn  Div  (-)  22 

Hq  &  Hq  3  try,  82d  Abn  Dlv  Arty/(~)  '“'  11  . ' 

82 d  Abn  Sig  Co  .(— )  ‘  ,;13. 

325  Gli  Inf  -  172'..; 

319  Gli  PA  3n  )  4Q,.r 

320  Gli  BA  Bn  ,  ..  •  .■  ?  54;.-:; 

Stays  A?  D  A  Oj  80  Abn  AA  Bn.. (AT)’', 

'  Co  'Aj  307;  Abn  |!ngr  3a  •  '  >.'l6.r 

307  Abn  .Med  Co.  (-)”  ,  &Q' 

83a  At'-u  ’-Lea  pint .  (-0  3L3  ... 

Air  S?5roorb;Ph?.’ty'f  ..  •  ,?4 

Command  Vehicles.  •'*  Prcht  Regts,-;  ..  .  .  12 


TOTAL*  428  '•'.  : 

Force  *0*  -  Commanded  by  Brigadier  Gener^ '  GEDBGE  P.  -HOWELL*  Comnah.d- 
ing  General  of  3d'  Airborne  Infantry  Brigade,  to' be  committed  by  seai 
to  land  between  D  .  pi  us  2  and  D  plus:  7  and  to  include*- 

456  PA  Bn  (~)  '  '87/.Amd  PA  Bn,  atehd  . 

80  Abn  AA'Bn  («-)  899  TB  Bn,  atehd 

307  Abn  Engr  Bn  (-)  '  Tr  B,  4  Cav  Sqdn,  atehd 

782  Abn  Ord  Maint  Co  Co.  0,  746  Tk  Bn'(M)-,  atehd 

.'407  Abn-  Co  3909  ^  Trh  Co,  atehd 

•83  Abn  Mi?  Plat  7-  3810  ^i'Trk  Co.  atehd 

Corps  Mod  Dets  '  1st.  Plat’,  60S  Q (GR)  Co*  atehd 

Seaborne  elements  of  units  in  Poroes 

...  '*  -.  -■  «'A"  and .»3n  - 

Uhder  the  plan  Force  mAn  in  its  entirety  was  to  approach,  the  CHERBOURG 
(OOTENTIP) '  Peninsula'  from;  the  west  and  to  drop  between  0100  and  0315  hours  on 
the  night  of  Ii~l/B:4}a7  oh-.three  chop  zones,-  The  505th  Parachute  Infantry  , 
Regiment'  and  its  attachments  .wore1  to  land- east  of  the  MERDERET  River  about 
1,000  yards,  no r thwost’-jQ-f , 8TE*  'MERE  EGliISE  (3397).  -  The  507th  Parachute  Infantry 
Regiment  was' to-  laftd.  we?t»o,|  the  MERDERET  River  .-about  1, 000.  yards  north  of 
AMFRE7ILL53.  (30^8)  The -^8. ■oh. Parachute  Infantry.  Regiment  and  Force  »A«.  Head- 

quarters  v/eiro' to  land  west  .of  the  MERDERET  River,  about  1,000  yards  north,  of 
PI CAUVILLS  (29§'5); .  y ;  ?:  ;/ i  ,  .  .  ''  •  ;■*' . 

•  '  *  ' 

Fifty-two  gliders  of  Force  "3”  were  to  approach  the  CHERBOURG  Peninsula 
from  the.  west  prior  to  ir*J5our  and  .l.and  on  the  605th  drop  zone.  The  remainder- 
of  Force  **3B  was  to  approach1  the  p  bnin»!& a  from  tho  «ast  and  was  to  land  late 


on  E-Day  a»|4.  early  on  D  plus  one  on  landing  zones  a J  ■ _  Ve  STE.  HERE  EGLISE 

—  BLO STILLS  Road  (3694)..  In.  a  1  as t-minut e  chang^ o f  plaif~General  SIDGrS'fAY 
parachuted  with  Porce  #AH • 

Aerial  resupply  missions  were  scheduled  automatically  for  the  morning  of 
D  plus  one  and  oh  call  thereafter  if  'needed.  The- automatic  mission  was  the 
only  parachute  mission,  ultimately  flown  hut  a  small  amount  of  equipment  and 
fiupplicg  were  received  later  by  glider, 

All  airborne  elements  of  the  Division  Lad  closed  and  wepe  sealed  in  spec¬ 
ial  camps  at  tho  texk^-off  fields  by  24  hours  before  the  schedifLed  toko-off 
time.  Parachute  aLe^asts  were  located  at  seven  airfields  in  tho 
CDIT3SHCRE  -  LiuTGA?.  nr.ea.  of  the  British  Midlands,  .and  glider  elements,  were  at 
seven  airfields  in  the  ALDEHl-lASBOE  -  RAMS3URY  -  MEHRYEIELD  area,.  (See  'Annex  • 
Ho,  3  A)  ‘  ' 

.  iill  men  were  briefed  thoroughly  on  their  missions,  a  recheck  was  made  of 
ell  equipment,  and  personnel,  and  planes  and  glidersowore  loaded  with  equipments 
Tho  Allied  D-Day  was  postponed  24  hours  because  of  weather  conditions,  and  the 
first  planes  of  Porco  HAn  took  off  at  052315  June  1944, 

The  main  flight  was  preceded  by  the  three  regimental  pathfinder  teams 
whi.wh  dropped  or.e*-half  hour  prior  to  the  first  group.  The  pathfinders  sustain¬ 
ed  many  casualties  and  had  difficulty  in  using  lights,  but  they  accomplished 
their  mission  and  set  up  beacons  to  guide  the  incoming  pi  ones  to  the  three 
designated  drop  zones, 

■'  -  . 

The  flight  oyer  the  English  Channel  was  in  good  formation  and  without  in- 
•idext,  but  between  the  west  coast  and  the  drop  zones  a  heavy  fog  bank  tended 
to  break-up  the  formation-  of-  the  planes,.  Sink  and  some  enemy  night  fighters 
activity  caused  some  of  the  trdqp  carrier  planes  to  take  up  evasive  action, 
and  by  the  time  the  drop  zones  were -reached  many  planes  were  scattered,  and 
were  flying  at  excessive  speeds  and  at  altitudes,  higher  than  those  ideal  for 
jumping, 

The  505th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment  landed  generally  in  the  vicinity  Of 
its  drop  cone.  The  507th  Parachute  Infantry  was  scattered,  one  element  dropp¬ 
ing  in  the  Vicinity -of  .MOH-TEBOUDG-,  another  south  of  CAREHTaH  and  tho  remainder 
astride  the  MERDERET  River  east  of'  the  drop  zone.  The  508th.  Parachute  Infantry 
Regiment  was  likewise 'scattered  widely,  the  bulk  of  its  parachutists  dropping 
tfest  of  the  Drop  Zone  and  some  personnel  landing  as  far  away  as  nine  kilometers 
south  of  CHSIGPORG*  .  "  ;  -  "  ' 

The  52  gLiders  containing  batteries  of  the  80th  Airborne  Antiaircraft  Bat¬ 
talion  ahd  detachments  and  forward  parties  of  artillery,  signal  and  Division 
Headquarters  groups  followed  the  main  body  of  paratroopers  and  began  landing 
at  0404  hours.  Tho  gliders  also  encountered  fog  and  flak.  They  too  were 
scattered,  and  many  of  them  were  damaged  upon  crashing  into  the  small  fields 
and  high  hddgerows> 

Enemy  reaction  to  the  landing  of  the  82d  Airborne  Division  in  the  EDRMAHDY 
area  was  prompt  and  severe,  but  from  the  time  the  first  member  landed  until  33 
days  later,  when  the  Division,  was  finally  relieved,  every  fcission  was  accomp¬ 
lished  and  no  ground  gained. was  ever. relinqui shed. 

A  day-by- day  account- of  the  Division’s  activities  follows: 

fo-DAY.  6  gjJHE  1944  ( See  Annexes  5  and  6j 

The  first  element  of  the  main  body  of  the  Division  jumped  at  0151  hours, 
having  been  preceded  30  minutes  by  the  Pathfinder  teams,.'  By  0312  hours  all 
paratroopers  had. landed,  and  at  0404  hours  the  first  of  52  gliders  in  the  in¬ 
itial  glider  serial  crash  landed.  3oth  parachutists  and  gliders  wore  scatter¬ 
ed* 

Snail  groups  and  some  units  attacked  to  secure  the  Division  zone.  Groups 


of  mem  and  individuals  who  had  been  scattered  in  the  landings  rejoined  their 
units  throughout  the  .day*  and  by  nightfall  approximately  30  per  eont  of  the 
Division* s  forces  were  under  control,  ,  . 


.  !•  At  2100  hours  100  gliders  landed  with  artillery,  engineers,  and  special 
troops*  Seaborne  elements  set  sail  at  0645  from;  3RI ST0L  except  for  a  task  force 
consisting  of  Company  0t  746th  Tank  Battalion;-  the,  1st  Platicr.,  Troop  B,  4th 
Cavalry  Squadron*-  and  elements  of  Company  P5  3d  Battalion. ( originally  2d  Ba+.ta- 
lioh,  401st  Glider  Infantry)  »"  325th  Glider  Infantry,  This  task  force  landed  on 
Utah  Red  3 each  at  1400  hours  and  proceeded  inland  with  the- mission  of  contacting 
the  Division  near  STD.  MERE  EGLISE. 

At  the'  close  of  the  day,  the  Division  was .in  the  midst  of  severe  fighting, 
'It  had.  captured  3TB,  MBRE  EGLISB  and  held -a 'general  line  -along  the  MEU3S5BST  P.iver 
ffom.  M  HERE  (31.9965)  south  to  include  the  eastern  end  of  the  causeway  over  the 
MERDBRET  River  at  221930. 


Headquarters  &  headquarters  Company,  82d  Airborne  Division 

Parachute  elements,  part  of-  Force  ,{At?j  dropped  at  0214  hours  near  the -west 
bank  of  the  itfSRDEEET  P.iver,  land  .glider  elements,,.  leading  echelon  of  Force  n3% 
landed  at  0204  hours,  .  The  Porce  TAr  ;0omiand" PostT Was;V set’- up  initially -at  305965,. 
west  of  the -METcDERET' River ,/;  but  at' 0730  the  .  group  waded  across  the 
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east  bank  and  assoibled  at  LA  .FIBRE"  ( 319963T.  'A  new  Porch  Ocaua&nd  Post  way 
established  at  a  railroad  crossing  at  3269444  • 


/.  The  Division  Commander,  who  jumped  with  .the  ,565th  Pahachutfe  Ini&ntry,  estab¬ 
lished;  his  Command,  Po.st  in  a  hedgerow  west-  of.  STfe*.  MERE.  EGLISE  at  332S65.,  Ele¬ 
ments  of  headquarters  ,  and  of  the;.  !)efense- Piatooh' moved  sotith  to  secure-  the  bridge 
west  of  CHEF  DtlPOM  (321930)  where  it;  eh cbuntered.  severe  enemy  fire.  -This  group 
returned  to  the  Ccmmrndpost  at  1700*  but  paht  of  the.  Defense  Platoon  moved  to  a 
iieW  Force  (Command  Post  at  a  railroad  pass  at-  323950,  , 


The  Division  headquarters  iiutiai  gLlder  serial.,  which  landed  in  the  dark- 
at  approximately  0415  hours,  v;as  scattered*  and  the  G-*2  and.G—3  did  not  roach  the 
Command  post  until  late  after  no  oho  The  Chief  of  Staff  was  injured  in  a  gj.id.or 
crash  and  later  evacuated.  The  G~1  did  not  reach  the  command  post  for  two  days. 


505th‘ Parachute  infantry  Regiment  . 

'  •  •*.  ;  ; '  ■  ,r,  -..  . 

The  first’ eioment,  the  2d  3attalion,  dropped  at  0151  hours  and  the  entire 
regiment  landed  ty  0202  hours.  :  Most  of  the  troops  landed  on  or  near  the  drop  ( 
sone*  bill  h  few  were  widely  dispersedover  the  countryside.  The  3d  Battalion  en¬ 
tered  STEi  "MERE  EGLISE  at  0400  hours,  and  thetVown  was  securely  held  .and  outposted 
within  an  hour.  She’’  American  Plag  was  raised  over  GTE.,  MERE  EGLISE.  the  first 
PTench  town.  to'  be  liberated  by  the- Allies.  After  assembling  the  3d  Battalion;  - 
started  to  move  out  to  take.  HEUVILLB  A.U  PLAIII.  but  orders  . were  received  ‘from  the 
regiment  to  standby.  At  0600  hours  t'he  2d  Battalion  moveOnto' position  north  of 
STE*  MEBE  EGLISE'  and  assisted  the  3d  Battalion  in  holding  the  town.  The  1st  Bait,-; 
linn  moved  toward  its.  objective,  the  bridg^,.)pjy¥eri,,.thewl'JERpBRET^  River  (314956;  at 
LA  EIERE  at  06  30  hours  and  by  0830  hold  the  eastern  end  of-  this  bridge  against 
heavy  enemy  fire  from,  the  western  approaches. 


507th  Parachute  Infantry  Regi*»-  “t 

The  first  element,  the  1st  Battalion,  jumped  at  0222  hours,  and  by  0312  hour' 
the  entire  regiment  was  on  the  ground  generally  east  of  the-  MERDERET  River  and 
was  fairly  dispersed.  Snail  groups  assembled  to  form  small  task  forces  until  such 
time  as  the  regiment  could  assemble  completely.  One  such  force  on  the  west  bank, 
of  the  MERDERET  River  attacked  AMERE’iCILE  but  . was  forced  back  by  overwhelming 
superiority  in  enemy  strength  to  FLAUX  (’303955) .  A  patrol' was  sent  to  the  western 
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end  of  LA  FIS3E  3ridge  and  contact  was  cade  with  elements  of  the  605th  Parachute 
Infantry  on  the  eastern  end  at  1430  hours.  The  enemy  recaptured  SLAUX  and  drove 
this  patrol  from  the  western  end  af  the- LA  PIERS  Bridge.  Another  force  of  the 
regiment  joined  with  Force  nAtt  Headquarters  and  at  1130  attacked  to  secure  the 
CHEF  DU  POHT  Bridge  (321930),  meeting  extremely  severe  resistance.  The  eastern 
end  of  the  bridge  was  finally  secured  by  nightfall*  leaving  one  company  to  hold 
the  bridge,  the  remainder  of  this  second  force  moved  to  an  assembly  area  at  1715 
hours  in  the  vicinity  of  the  railroad  overpass  at  323960.  Still  another  group, 
led  by  the  regimental  commander,  landed  on  or  net-r  the  scheduled  drop  zone  but 
had  no  contact  with  other  elements  of  :the  Division,  during  the  day. 

,508th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

The  3d  Battalion  jumped  at  0208  hours  and^the  entire  regiment  was  on  the 
ground  by  0220  hours.  Four  s  separate  groups  vrere  assembled.  One  group  was  in  th« 
vicinity  of  LA  FIEHE,  fought  along  the  railway  and  attacked  the  LA  FIER3  Bridge. 
This  group  was  later  relieved  by  the  1st  Battalion,  505th  Parachute  Infantry 
and  moved  to  an  assembly  area  in  the  vicinity  of  the  railroad  overpass  (323960)' 
to  organize  a  defensive  position.  Two  other  groups  joined  forces  west  of  the 
MEHDERET  River  in  the  vicinity  of  PI.GAUVILLS  after  taking  part  in  heavy  fight¬ 
ing  around  GUETTEVILLE  (300948)  end. nop th  of  EICAIF/ILEE.  An  officer  of  this 
group  .shot  and  killed  the  commanding  general  of  the  German  91st  Division*  The 
combined  group  then  seized  the  high  ground  west  of  the  MERE3RET  River  south  of 
GUSTTEVI LLE  at  310940  during  the  night  of  Juno  6—7,  A  fourth  group  dropped  in 
the  vicinity  of  $TE.  ME3E  EGLISE,  fought  with  the  507th  Parachute  Infantry  to 
take  the  CHEF  DU  POET  Bridge  (321930)  and  later  organized  a  defensive  position 
covering  this  bridge. 

325th  Gliger  Infantry  Regiment 

'  Company  F,  3d  Battalion,  supporting  Company  C,  746th  Tank  Battalion,  landed 
on  Utah  Red  Beach  at  1400,  de-waterproofed  vehicles  and  moved  inland  at  1600  to 
make  contact  with  the  Division,  Heavy  artillery,  mortar  and  small  arms  fire  held 
up  this  task  force  at  crossroads  363933.  Two  tanks  were  knocked  out.  The  renain*- 
der  of  the  regiment  prepared  to  take  off  frem  airports  in  England. 

/  . 

82d  Airborne  Division  Artillery 

Parachute  elements  jumped  at  0210  hours,  joined  a  group  from  the  508th  Para- 
chute  Infantry  and  assisted  in  the  attack  on  the  LA  FI  SHE  Bridge.  At  1330  hours 
this  element  joined  the  gLider  element  at  the  Division  CP  at  332965..  Glider 
elements  landed  at  0500  hours  and  moved  directly  to  the  Division  CP.  At  2305 
hours  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Battery  of  Division  Artillery,  the  319th 
Glider  Field  Artillery  Battalion  and  the  320th  Glider  Field  Artillery  Battalion 
glided  into  EORMAEDY  and  encountered  severe  enemy  small  arms  and  mortar  fire«f 
Keorgani zation  commenced  immediately  but  was  handicapped  by  intense  enemy  fire. 

The  section  cf  the  456th  Parachute  Field  Artillery  Battalion  attached  to  505th 
Parachute  Infantry  jumped  with  the  3d  Battalion,  but  was  able  to  assemble  only  one 
on  of  the  two  75mm  pack  howitzers  which  had  been  dropped. 

\ 

80th  Airborne  Antiaircraft  Battalion 

Batteries  A  and  3  .landed  by  glider  at  0405'  hours.  Six  57mm  antitank  guns 
had  been  recovered  and  were  in  postion  by  1730  hours.  Battery  C  glided  into  the 
area  at  2100  hours  and  began  asseacay  and  reorganization.  The  remainder  of  the 
3at.tallon  sailed  from  BRISTOL,  EiTGLAHD,  at  0645  hours. 

307th ^Airborne  Engineer  Battalion 

Company  B  (loss  one  platoon  attached  to  the  505th  Parachute  Infantry) 


jumped  with  the  50,8th  Parachute  Infantry  at  0210  hours.  Some  Engineer  personnel 
took  up  defensive  positions  at  LA  PI  ERE  in  support  of  one  group  of  the  508th,.  and 
other  personnel  joined  the  508th  group  west  of  the  MSRDERET  Elver.  One  "stick1*, 
which  included  the  Battalion  Commander,  was  dropped  over  ST.  SAUVEU8  LE  VI COMITE, 
and  only- a  fewoescaped,  Part  of  Headquarters  and  Company  A  landed  by,  glider  at 
2300  hours  ail-d  started  to  assemble  under  heavy, enemy  artillery-  and  small  arms 
fire,.  The  remainder- of  the  battalion'  prepared,  to  take  off  from  airports  in 

England.  .  ..... 

i  ■ 

307 th  Airborne  Medical  Company 

)  -  , 

.  moments  of  the  company  landed  by  glider  about  2100  and  immediately  began 
assembly,  recovering  by  use  of  life  rafts  much  equipment  from  gilders  that  had  s 
landed  in  shallow  water  near  the  banks  of  the  MH3DEE3T  Elver,  A  clearing  station  , 
was  set  Up  at  a  crossroad  north  of  ELOSVILLE, 

£2d  Airborne  Slf-ZhL  Company 

.  Parachute  and, glider  elements, of  the  company  which  landed  prior  to  K-Hour 
v/ero  scattered  and  assembled  with  difficulty.  Much  equipment- was  lost..  Only 
one  of  the  three  SCR  193  radios  landed  during  D-Day  was  operative,  and  it  was  not 
until  the  night  of  June  6-7  'that  radio  contact  was  established  with  the  4th  Infan¬ 
try  Division  and  with  the  Division  base  in.  ENGLAND, 

■  -D  PLUS  1.  7  JUNE  1644  ' 

The  Division  continued  to  assemble,  reorganize,  .and  secure  its  area  against 
extremely  so v ere  enemy  resistance  which  included  armor.'  . Enemy,  troops,  identified 
as  the  91st  Infantry  Division,  were  hold  along  the  MSEDEHET .Elver  to,  the  west, 
and  were  driven  back  to  .  the  . north  and  northwest,.'.  Contact  was  established  with .  .-  - 
the  4th Infantry  Division  during- the  day,  and  the  VII  Corps  Commander' visited  v  - 
the  Division  Command  Post  late  in  the  day.  -The  325th  Glider  Infantry  arrived 
by  glider,  during  the  morning.  Additional  personnel  whi ch  had  been  scattered  in 
the  original  landings-  continued  to  report  back  to  their  units. 

During  the.  afternoon  garbled  radio  messages  signed  -^00  507"  were  received 
at  the  Division  Command  Poet,  and  it  was  finally  determined -that  they,  originated 
with  the  Regimental  Cp^aE-dbr .  who  was.  isolated  with  a  group  .of  about  300  men  ,  -, 
west  of  iUiEHEVILLE. 

'  325th  Glider  Infantry  Regiment  - 

The- first*  glider  elements  began  landing  at  .0700  hours  .about  2, 500  .yards 
southeast  of  STE.  MERE  SGLISBf  There  were  many,  crash  landings,  and  casualties 
totalled  approximately  7.5  per  cent.  Assembly,  was  rapid,  however,  and  by  1015 
hours'  all  battalions  were  reported.  The  3d  Battalion  moved  out  toward  CARQUBBUT 
at  1415  hours  end  reached  LE  PORT' (326918)  without  encountering  opposition.  The- 
remainder  of  the  regiment  proceeded  to  move  into -an  assembly  area  northeast  of 
CHSE  DU  POET.,  At  1600  hours,  tha  2d  Battalion  was  ordered  to  move  into  an.  assem¬ 
bly  area  eo.st  of  La  EISEB  in  the  vicinity  of  325962  and; later  was  attached. to  the 
505th  Parachute  Infantry  at  2100  hours.  The  1st  and  3d  Battalions  were  ordered 
to  move  into  and  to  outpost  the  regimental  assembly  area.  Company  3d  Battar- 
lion  in  support  of  Company  C,  746th  Tank  Battalion,  and  the  1st  Platton,  attack 
towards  STB.  MERE  BGLISE  from  the  west  at  0630  hours  and  made  contact  with  glider, 
borne  elements -of  the  325th  by  0900.  The '325th* s  regimental  strength  at  the  clos- 
of  the  day  was  approximately  85  per  cent.  ' 

505th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

The  2d.  and  3d  Battalions  continued 'to:  hold  STE,  MERE  EGLISE  against  severe  , 


attacks  from  the  north  and  south.  The  2d, Battalion  patrols  contaced  elements 
of'  the  8th  Infantry  d.  ©nt  of  the  4th  Infantry.  Division  at  STS.  MARTINS 
(384973)  at  *JQQ' hours  and  attacked  north  tg;  clear  the  outskirts  of  STS.  MERE 
EG-LI3S.  Tus  1st  Battalion  wit-  stood  severs^  counterattacks  air  pushvd  the  enemy 
back  to  the -eastern  bank  of  thp’MEHDiTtET- River-  in  the  v,  .vicinity  of  the  LA  SURE  . 
Bridge,  They  were  supported  late  in' the  day  by  one  platoon  of  tanks  from  Company 
C,  746th  Tank  Battalion.  At  the  close  of  the  period- of  -  2d  and  3d  Battalions 
prepared  t©  attack  north  toward  NBU^ILLE  AU  PLAIN  in  conjunction  with  the  4th 
Infantry  Division’’ a  drive  on  the  right.,.  The  2d  Battalion,  325th  Glider  Infantry, 
was  attached  at  ,5100  to  assist  in  this  .  attack. 

‘  \ 

507th  Parachute  Infantry  Rv.v.imcnt 


The  nt  moved  into  an  area,  west  of  STB,  MERE  BGLA33  in  the,  vicinity  of 


335960 f  rested  and  reorganized.  At  1600  hours  the- regiment  moved  into  positions 
south  of  the  LA  FIERI-:'.  -  3TE.  MERE  BGLI5B  Road  w.st  of  the  railroad  to  assist  the 
1st  Battalion,  505th  Parachute  Infantry,  gainst  a  threatened  counterattack  at 
the  LA  FIBRE  Bridge.  At  1000  hours  the  507th,  at  approximately  25  per  cent 
strength,  successfully  pushed  the  enemy  back  to .the  west  bank  of  the  MEPD'J  US 
RiVfii  in  its  sector. 


508th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

One  -iroup  hear  the  railroad  overpass  (323960 )  moved' into  positions  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  road  junction ,334972  to  protect  the  Divisi-.*’s  north  flank 
against  enemy  penetration.  Thiw  »,rcup  was  in  position  by  0630  hours,  but  it 
later  m.oved  to.  join  another  group  of.  the  regiment  in  position  defending  the-;  CHEF 
DU  PONT  Bridge.  'It  m.^ped  up  numerous  enemy  strong  points  surrounding  CHEF'-  DU 
PONT  and  established  patrol  contact  with  aler.cnts  of  the  regiment  west  of  the 
MSRDBRBT  River  W  tho  hi,,h  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  310940,  Tfco  rroup  on  the 
high  ground,  now  recognized  as  the  2d  Battalion,  had  completed  organization  of 
its  position  by  1300  hours,  wiping  out  a  number  of  enemy  mortar  and  artillery 
positions,  '  A  road  block  was  set  up  on  the  western  approaches  to  the  CH3F-  D". 

PONT  Brides  and  contact  was  established,  with  forces  in  CB'EF  DU  PONT,  R@giU®n4&l 
strength  at  tb :  close 'of  the  day  was  approximately  25  per  cent.. 


62d  Airborne  Division  Artillery 

Various  groups  "of-  the  artillery  were  involved  in  individual  skirmishes  with 
the  enemy  as  they  found. their  way  back  to  their  parent  units,  Th?  alStn-  Glider 
Field  Artillery  Butttilion  assembled  east . of  8  .-.'E.  MERE  SGLISB  in  the  vicinity  of 
§71974  with  six  75mm  pack  howitzers.  The  320th  Glider  Field  Art  illery  Battalion  • 
was  placed  in  direct  support  of  the  505th  Parachute  Infantry.  ,  After  salvaging 
two  105mm  M3  howitzers  and  taking,  over  the  75mm  pack  .howitzer  bf '  the  456th  Para¬ 
chute  Field  Artillery  Battalion  detachment  .wj.  th  the  505th,  the  320th  .vent  into 
position  400  yards  west  of  STS.  MERE  BGLI3E.  -The  first  round  was  fired  at  0911 
hours.  The  seaborn*  ©oho Ion  of-  tlio  456th  Parachute  Field  -Artillery  Battalion 
arrived  off  Utah  B««ub  hut  did  not  land... 

80-th  Airborne  Antiaircraft  Battalion  ' 

Batteries  A,  B,  ^nd  O'  continued  to  reorganize  and  by -1800  hours  six  57mm  • 
antitank  guns  of  Battery  C.  and, throe  guns, each  from  .Bafctorics  A  -and.  B  were  in 
position . covering  tho  two  bridges  ovei1  the  MERDERET  Riv«r*  Th©  remainder  of 
the  Battalion  remained  fjn  board  ship’s  preparing  to  disembark  on  Utah  Beach. 

307th  Airborne  -Erivinasr.  Battalion  .  «  .-  } 

■-".Tf  1  . "  ■  '  nm-r-TM  ,  n  ...nr 

.  Tne.  remainder  of  Company  A  .l«nded-  by' "glid'cr  .at  -0700-  hours  and  moved  to  join 
the  385th  Infantry  in  the  vicinity  of'  .CHEF  DU  PONT  at  0930  hours.  Bridges  and  . 
culverts  south  of  LE  PORT  (328918)  and  ..near  LIS3VILLS  (331955)  -wore  blown.. 


Aerial  Resupply 

An  aerial  resupply,  mission,  including  148  of  the  848  0-47  planes  which  had 
taken  off.,  arrived*  over  the  area. 'at  .0620.'  They  dropped  155.5  tons  of  ordnance, 
quartermaster  and  medical  supplies,  "70\  of  the  originally  scheduled  load.  The 
drop  pattern  was  poor  .and  'bundles,  were'  scattered ,  many  of  them  falling  into  enemy 
hands,  or’ being:  covered  by  -e^emy.  i  ife,»  .  Limited  recovery  v;as  affected  initially, 

"  "  D  FLOS  2,"  8  JTJNE  1944 

The.  Division  continued  to  attack  along  its  north  flank,  maintained  its  posi¬ 
tions  along  the  MERDERET  Fiver,,  and  cleared  the  southern  flank  area  to  establish 
contact  with  ’the  101st  Aih-orne  Div  isiori.  '  r: 

•  •  ,  „  •  '  ,  ‘  •»  *  •’*  ’  * 

During  the  nfght  of  7-8  June  a  messenger  from  .the  isolated  group  east  of 
AMFREVILIE  crossed  the  MEKDERET  River  on. a  suken  bridge  north  west  of  LA  FIERE 
o.nd  reported  to  the  Division  Command  Pest.  It  was  now  evident  that  "there  were 
three  isolated  groups  west  of  the  LERD2RET  Riyer,  as’  follows: 

a*  A  strong  force  of  2d  Battalion,  508th  P.-.-.ruch.ute  Infantry,  oh  hiyh  ground 
in  the  vicinity  of  310940  south  of  'GEUTTLVILLB  (300948). 

b.  The  2d  Battalion,  507th  Pjrachute  Infantry,  located  north  of  FLAUX  in  . 
the  vicinity  of  305968.  .  °  •  . 

cf  A  force:  of  approximately  425  men,  most  of  .them  from  the'5b7th  Parachute 
Infantry,  located,  west  of  AMFREVILLE,  ''  . 

•  •  '  >  ‘ 

As  the  above  situation  became  clear,  the  Division  Commander  developed  a  plan 

to  relieve  the  isolated  groups  west  of  the  IviERDE ‘.ET-  and  also  establish  a  clear- 
cut  bridgehead  over  the  River..  The  1st  .Battalion,  325th  Glider  Infantry,  vsas  to- 
cross  the  MERDERET  River  or.  the  sunken  bridge  northwest  of  LA  FIERE,  establish 
contact  with  the  2d  Battalion,  507th  Parachute  Infantry,  and  swing  south  to  capr- 
.turo  the  Western  approaches’  to .  the  LA"  FIERE  •  Bridge.  .The  507th .  force,  west  of  Al.'v? 
FRSV.ILLE  vi'as  'to  attack  to  .the  east  to'  contact  th^  1st  Battalion  325th,  and  2d 
Battalion,  507th'.  The  2d  Battalion,  508th- Parachute' Infantry,  was  to  remain  in 
place ,,  "  . 

325th'  Glider :'* infantry  Regiment 

At  2330  the  1st  Bat  ••alien  .crossed  the  MERDERET  Riyer  northwest,  of  LA  FIERE.  < 
by  means  of  a  sunken  road  and.  a  railroad  embankment  against  little  enemy  opposi¬ 
tion  to  establish  .a  bridgehead  and  contact  the  , isolated  forces  of  ■  the  507th  Para¬ 
chute  Infantry.  At  the  close  of  the  period  the  1st  Battalion  had  crossed  the : 
river  successfully  and.  was; marching  towards  the  western  approaches  to  the  LA  FIERE 
Bridge,  \  . 

505th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

The '1st  Battalion  initially  remained,  in  position  north  of  La  FIERE  existing 
the  507th  PuXachute  Infantry,  in  guarding '  the" lERDITlET  River  crossin..,  at  that  point. 
Tr:o.  2d,  and  3d  .Battalions  attacked  abreast  to  the  north  and.  seized  NEUVILLE  AU  ■ 
PLAIN  by  0430  hours  a..ainst.  slight  opposition.  Supported  by  the  2d  Platoon,  Co*- 
P-ny  G.,  746th  Tank  Battalion,  these  two  battalions  continued  their  attack  to  the 
north  and'  seized  GR.,:ILTILLE  by.  2300  hours.  The  1st  Battalion  relieved  the  3d 
Battalion,  the  3d  then  taking  up. a  reserve  position*  southwest . of  GRAINVILLE  in  the 
vicinity  of  30895:3,  Attached  to  the. 505th,  the  2d  BattaliQn,  325th  Glider  Iiifdtt- 
tfy,  "assumed  defensive-  -position's  west  of  the  town' and  prepared  to  attack  to  the 
nor.th  toward*  F'EESVILLE  on  the  Division  ♦'s’  ...orth  flank"  at*  the  close  of  the  period. 


507th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

One  force,. of -.-175  men  isolated  since  D-Day  on  the  west-  bank  of  the  MEJSSsMS’’ 
River  north  of  FLAUX  in  the  vicinity  of  305966  was  still  intact  but  suffered  from 
. heavy  enemy  artillery,,  mortar,  and  small  arms.  fire.  It  attempted  unsuccessfully 
to  cross  thO' River  to  the  oast  to  rejoin,' tho  regiment.,  ■  Part  of  the  507th  force 
west  of  AMFREVILLE  succeeded.,  in  .joining  the  group,  oast  of  tho  town,  but  another 
portion  of  the  group,  including  the  regimental  commander,  was  ambushed  and  taken 
prisoner.  The  portion  q£.  the  507th  east  of  the  MERDSFET  continued  to  hold  a  line 
between. 320945  and  513978,  maintaining  contact  with' adjacent  regiments. 

5Q8th -.Parachute  Infantry -Regiment 

Attacking  with  , two  reinforced  companies,  the  regiment  cleared  the  area  on 
the  Division’s  south  flank  to' include  the  towns  ^of  LE  FORT,.  CnRQ, ROBOT,  and.  ET'R- 
YILLE  by  1920  hours . and  Established  'contact  with  the  101st  Airborne  Division  at 
Road  Junction  '363930  north  of  BL0SVILLE,  Resistance  was  severe,  but  160  prisoners 
were  taken.  The  2d  Battalion  on  tie  west  bank  of  the  MERDSHST  River  repulsed 
several  $harp  enemy  tank  counterattacks  directed  at  the  western  causeway  to  -tho 
CHEF  DU  F0HT  Brii0e,  Contact  with  tho  regiment  on  the  east  bank  could  not  be 
maintained  because  of  aixcossive-  enemy  activity  and  observation. 

82d  Airborne  Division  Artillery 

-.  The -319th  Glider-. Field  Artillery  Battalion  moved  seven  75mm  pack  howitzers 
into 'position  east  of  CHEF  DJ  PONT'  in  support  of  the  507th  and  508tb  Parachute 
Infantry  Regiments-*'"  "The  '320th  Glider  Fxold  Art  illary  Battalion  moved  eight  105mm 
M3  howitzers  into  position  west'  of  3TH,.  MERE  EGtlSE  ip  direct  support  of  the  505th 
Parachute  and  325th  Glider'  Infantry  Regiments;''  The  87th  Field  artillery  Battalion 
was  relieved  gf  attachment  tg  the  Division  before  it  was  in 'position  tp  fire  a 
shot  in' support  of  our  operations, 

Seaboren  Echelon  "  ' 

•  Tjie  seaborne  echelon,  Force  "C",  began  landing  at  1500  hours  and  moved  into 
a  bivouac- area  preparatory  to  joining  the  'rest  of  the  Division,  Troops  included 
•the  456th  Parachute  Field  Artillery  Battalion,  Batteries':),  E  and  F  of  the  80th 
Airborne  Antiaircraft  Battalion,  Headquarters  Company  of  the  307th  Airborne  gfegji- 
neer  Battalion,  some  attached  troops  and  seaborne  elements-  of  Units  that?  ‘had  ar-  - 
rived  b  parachute  and  glider.  .  *'  -  = 

' ;  D  PLUS  3  '-  9  JUKE  1944  ' 

Tho  Pi  vision  gained  a  clear-cut :  bridgehead  over  the  MERDBHST  River,  relieved 
two  of  the"  three . isolated,  groups  and  som6;  members  of  the  -  third, '  and  continued  its 
attack. to  the- -northwast .  in  the  LE, HAM  sector, 

325th  Glider  Infantry  Regiment 

'  list.  Battalion  continued  tojpresS  forward  to  reach  the  western  approaches 
of  the  LA  FIBRE  BriA-.o  but  at  '6.460  hoUrse-was  pinned  down 'by  heavy  fire  of  all  types 
in  the  vicinity  of  CAN'UIGNY  (309959},  "Following  a' 15  minute  artillery  prepara¬ 
tion,  the  3d  Battalion 'attacked  across'  the ,  LA  -FlElfd  Bridge  at  1030  hours  with  two 

companies  of  the  507th' ’iWo chute  Infantry  and  supported  WV  OAmpuh.y-.CL  746-th  Tv..a-> 
Battalion.  A  bridgehead'  was-  ■established  despite  hehvy  losses,  CAN  .1TGHY"  was  so-:' 
cured-,  by,  rl.530"hour*s  "and -tiio  3d,  was  linked  'up  with  the  1st  Battalion, 

325th,  oh  the  -ldf.t/and  'with'-  the  2d"  Battalion,  507th..  on  the  right;  Only  a  smaller, 
portion  of  the.groivp  west  .of  AMFRE v ILLE  succeeded  in  reaching  our  lines.  An  enemy 
counterattack  lasting  "from "1900. .  tp:  S100  was  ‘hepulsbd '  huceessivelv  by  the  3d  Batta¬ 
lion  and  the  507th  Parachute  :'2j:fu;.try.'  '  '  .  " 1  '" 


frOlth- Parachute  Infantry  Raiment 1 

•  GRaLTVILEE  and  the  bridge  oveV  the  -MEHDERET  River  at  the  town  were  seized 
by  0100.  -.'  The  regiment 'attaoiced-.- again  at  0530  with  2d  Battalion  on  the  left,  2d 
Battalion.,- '325th  Glider  Ilf aiit-ry,.-  attached,  on  the  "right,  and  1st  .B^ticil ion  fol¬ 
lowing.  The', regiment  reached-  sAliif'e-if.30Q  yards  south  of  the 'canal,  300008  to  . 
302007,  l»y  '1200,  The  2d  B-tlaliqri.it.h^.;mo'^ed-.throu.h  .positions  'of  2d  B.-:  tt.il  ion,. 
••325th  nd  continued  the  Attack  •HiSitlt-i^io.^t'-  Battalion, 

507th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment. 

Two  companies' .attacked  across;  tjhferLA'iFi'SR'S  Bridge  with  the  325th  Glider  in- 
f..ntry  at'  1030  to  establish  a;ffrm  hhid gihsad  in  a  fierce  and  "savage  attack. 

These  two  companies  'captured vLE"liOTEY  ..(.2.53.96 2;)-  d&spitd  heavy  fire  of  all  types i 
Contact  was;  made,  with- .the  2d  Bsttalldh^  507,'  and  the  two  companies  moved  into  a 
■reserve  position  500  yards  east  of- -LB  MO.TEEi-  The  regiment  again  assisted  the 
325th, . .at,. 2000 .-ho'urslj^'ih'rrepel'lihg  a  strong  enemy  counterattack,  the  repulse  of 
which  assured  a  firm  hold  on  the  Ml&^.gjDST  Bri«v. ahead. 

5G8t h-  ParAchut e>  I nfan-try^ Rd^iAint A 

Tho ■  3'd  Battalion  crossedp  oyeivLA.  F32^--'Br.iii.^ahead-,1at  .  :120Cf  hours  and.  attacked 
south  to  clear  the  area'  bstwean  'GUETTdVILISi  09.48}...  Aui  ilc--  hi(h’ ground  at 
31094,0,'  .  bontac,i.,was.i:a3habiished.hvi,th,^th.3.-;3dj  BatVulipn., ,  and.’  tiyy  kSEDBEET.  Bri4g0- 
head  was,  thus  "exte-uca-  i^lhblud^,  bi3tl^t^sshseways:  at^Ln’FI‘;3T;E..and  'southwest  ., 

.  of  CHEF.-.pU.  -POITT.  ,  A;,shapp;.  emMay1 ■cSj^ai-^rsitadk’ ’ ffrfem,  .the r  ji'iroic $4 oin  of  p^FREViLLE , 
was  iepuls'ed;  succ'essfully.;bdtvjeeh  1930- ...and  2100  hours  i  ‘  i-The  remainder',  of  “the  . 

■  regiment ! maintained  position,  hold ing'.tSh  CHEF -BU  PONT  Bridge.  /  It  received  spas¬ 
modic'  artillery  fire  during  Ihe  re,v.enlug. 

82d  Airborne  Division  Artillery 

The  456th  Parachute  Field.  Artillery  Battalion  and  seaborne 'elements  of'  the 
remainder 'of  Division  Artillery  units  arrived. /.'GrouBment  was* made  -'6f .  the  456th 
Parachute  and  320th  Glider 'Field  ATtilleby  ;Battalions- .in 'direct. ^support  of  the  . 
325$h .Glider  and  505th  -Parachute  Infantry  Regiments..  ;The  456 tli* went.  Into. .posi--..*-. 
‘t  ions 'West'  of:  KEtTVILLS'-AU  PLAIN'  with  sdvan  '75mm  pack,  howitzers.  ;,and  ifire'd  its’'  ; 
first  rounds' -at  2J30'  hours,. ■  The  90th  Division  Artillery  and  one  battalion  of  the 
4-th  Division  Artillery- were  in  gene  a  1  support. 

307th--Alrborne  Engineer  Battalion 

The  1st  Platoon,  Company  A,  crossed  the  MBEjEPET  River,  with  1st  Battalion, 
■525th  Glider’  Inf  antry  north  of  LA  FIBRE,  The '..remainder  of  'Company  A  .  supported 
the  attack,  across  LA  FIERE  Brid  ge The '.remainder ,  of  -the  Battalion'  salvaged  '■ 
-eouipraent  .‘and  resupply  bundled,  'se't'  up  wdter  points  and. assembled,  one  mile 'west  . 
of  '  ST  a.'  USES  BGLISE^. 

S  e'abo-rn'e-7  E'c  fredoh!- 

'/.  Eorc'd;,hCwV‘ih&o^''b’oj^nd?'of'-*'B?l'^a’di©-f-  General/  GSCRCEAP;  SOWELLy  closed  into- 
'  the -S  Tea;  MSE&j  EGiiBB!  Are£v-afr'L53G  *: 


t?Resupply' 


signs 


Two  CG-4&/* gliders- "Landed  near  ipEt:  ■  MERE;  EGLISE  •  carrying  greatly  heeded 
al.-e  uipmeht.  .--This  'coiistitdtdd^iihefasebcind-air.  resupply,  mission  flown,  . '' 


H  PLUS  4’-—  10'irUlJE  1944 

'  -  ■’'Vf  'll  '.*1  1 

..Ifhe-  Division  'was-;  relieved, , within.',  tho-’.brici-g'^-head .'.across  the'  MSRD3SRET  River  by 


the  90th.  Infantry  Division,  which  pns.fe.dd -through  the  8Sd  and-  continued  the  attack 

4,  K  a _ 4.  T\ J  i  .  11*  .  •_  JL  J-  1  ■  ■».  ■.  '  _  ' 

hat±j>~  - 


i  heavy  dosses  in^b&  ^MJ^DETtEy? v 

the  Gorman  »91st  IhPnnlry  IDiyisio'd:'  ahdVp raven to 


it  suffered 
destroyed  the 
beach  assault  foreqp^of t.the-.J’ijrst  TJC  -So  Arny"» 


the  'Ll yib'i 6n.:  vi r/cually 
ted  it  tv 64  contacting  the 


Although  relieved  in  the  MSSJ1SS3?  Bridgehead,  Division  troops  continued  the 
attack'  in  the  norths 

335th  Glider  Infantry  Heginent. 

.The  357th  Infantry,  4  90 tK.'DiVisidn,.  passed.  t^*p'tc^.-.'fcfc8v325th  front  lin'd. .at 
0540 .hours*  ’The' 1st  and  3d ; 3at t’aiioiis...r eniai'hed?. jh( po sitioir'fchrou^iout'  th.e -day" 
and  night  .-as.  a  reserve  0  - 

50 5tl-, .  Earachu t o  Infantry  lie, -detent 

'  .Supported;. by artillery,  the.  1st.  an.d,  2d  Battalions  jumpod  off  across  the  canal 
at  ldCp^hours  ,.to"  s'fef  id-fLE  "SIM,  .(2.8.0013):’  hHd  MCPTSDDli'G'  STATION  (289024)  ;  Ih,o  •  1st  ’ 
Dattalipn  hy-passed  LE^HijI^  hn'd  sdized.  'the  Station  .  by;  1800' henrs  in  the  .face  of  r. ' 
stiff  resistance,  throughout  iiie/acLvdn^.  ^Lenents  o’f  the  2d  Battalion  were  forced 
tqr  mthdrnw  .fron  the  outskirts’  of. .dtS  lilK;  nt'-SSlO  ho urs.—  Attempts 'to '  retake  the;  ' 
town .  dating  the  nighty  wdiib.ffcpAtested  ..snv,a^(Lye.  -Tho  ;3^"Datt'aii6h  romp/ined  in  !r os- 
serve,  -and.  tho  2d  Dat.'tHlioh,’:"325thi'''Gli'dar  Ih'f  entry, ;  dttadhed;,  .protected  the  r emi¬ 
nent 1  s.  'southwestern  flank,. 


507  th  ;-Pnrachute  Infantry  Heginent 

. Tho  357th  Infantry,,  90,th  Division,  passed  .through  the  507th  lines  at  0640 
hours'!  .  The  regiment..; .  has ettTDle.d!  east  of  the  KSHfiERECT  Hiyqr  '-'in  tho  vicinity ;g £  LA' 
FljSEB  and  reorganized  and  res  ted, 

5Ql8 th  ■  Parachute  Infantry  .Hekiiflent , 

The  3,58  th  Infantry,  90th  Division,,  passed  through  the  508th  lines  at  0510 
hours..  Thd'reginfent,  less  onfe  company  still'  at  ife  POST,  assembled  on  high  ground 
west  of  the. MERDD2Ei-’,Siver '  In  the  vicinity  of  310940  and  reorganized, 

BD-iAi rborne;  'Divi  sign  littiiLiery. 

The  326  th  .Glider  andt, 456  th  Parachute'  pi  eld  .Artillery  Dattalions,  reinforced 
by  the  915th  Field  Artillery.  Battalion.,  9Dth;  Division,' ^continued  to  fire 'harassing 
and  . interdiction  missions  in.  support  of; the  505th  Parachute  Infantry* 

He supply 

Two  CG-4A  fd-'iders  landed"  at.  STE.  MEKE  SOLI  SB.  csir'y in s. signal  equipment, 

D.  PLUS  5  ADD  D' PLUS  5  -11  ~  12:  JUI^  19!'44 

..  .  /.The  ipivisipna Secured-  the  arefa  north  of  STS,  MEHS  SGLISE  after  fierce  fighting 
oh;  the  part  ;of  the  50.5tK 'Parachute  Infantry,  with  2d  Battalion,  325th  Glider  Infan¬ 
try.  attached,,.'. sei zed  LE  HAM  and  drove  the  enemy  north  and  northwest,  Dy  this 
action  tho  82d  Airborne"' Division  delayed  considerably,  the.  Gorman  243  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion  from  contacting  the'—e'ach. .assault-  fohce's'oP’the. First  UV  S.  Array, 

~  12— 


335th  Glider  Infantry  Regiment '  '- 

Aft  or- being  passed  through  by  the. 359th  Infantry,  90th  Infantry' Division, 
the  regiment  closed  in  an  assembly  area  in  the  vicinity  of  GUETTEVILLE  (303948), 
and  rested  and  reorganized.  'The  2d  Battalion  remained  attached  to  the  505th  Pr.ro. 
chute  Infantry. 

505th  Parachut c  Infantry  Regiment 

The  2d  Battalion  with  the  2d  Battalion,  325th  Glider  Infantry,  attached,  oh 
the  left,  attacked  at  111130  hours  to  capture  LE  HAM.  Overcoming  severe  opposi¬ 
tion-  in  wetland  difficult  terrain, ,  the  2d. Battalion,  325th,  seized  LE  H AM  at 
2025  hours.  By  2300  hours  positions  were  consolidated  along  the  entire  MERnSRAT 
River-'  up  to' “and  including  the  M017TE3URG  railroad  station  at  289024.  Contact  with 
the  Oth  Infantry-,  4th  Infantry  Division,  was  made  by  the  1st -Battalion  at  MOKTE^- 
BUSG  station.  The  bridge  over  the  MERDSRBT  River  at  277015  was  blown  by  our 
troops  at  2145.  The  regiment  remained  in  position,  patrolling  west  across  the 
river  until  relieved  by  the  357th  Infantry,  90th  Infantry  Division,  during  the 
night  of  12-13  June.  '  ■ 

-  507th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment  ; 

The  regiment  continued  to  rest  and  reorganize  in  the  vicinity  of  LA  EIERE. 
508th'  Parachuto  Infantry  Regiment 

The  regiment  continued  to  rest  and  reorganize  in  the  vicinity  of  the  high 
'ground  west  of  .  the  MERJ13RET  River  at  310940.  Contact  was  maintained  with  the 
101st  Airborne  Division,  on  the  left.  Preparations  were  completed  on  12  June  for 
ah  . attack  to  establish  a  bridgehead  over  the  DOUVE  River  at  BEUZEVILLE  LA  BASTlLL 
on  the  night  of  12-13  Juno. 

8j2&  Airborne,  Pi  vision  Artillery  '  ' - 

The  456th  Parachute  Field  Artillery  Battalion  remained  in  direct  support  of 
the  505th  Parachute. Infantry,  The  320th  Glider  Field  Artillery  Battalion  prepare 
to  rbinforce  fires  of  the  319th  Glider  Field  Artillery  Battalion -end. moved  south 
of  PICAUVILLE.  The. 319th,  in  direct  support  of  the  508  ih  Parachute' Infantry, 
■moved  west  across  the  DQUVE  River  into  -positions  north  of  DEJZEVILLB  LA  BASTILLE. 
The  915th  Field  Artillery  Battalion,  attached  from  90th  Infantry  Division,  was; 
relieved  at  110600,  The  188-th  Field  Artillery  Battalion  (105mm  hov/itzer)  was  at¬ 
tached  at  121800  and  moved1  into  positions  to  reinforce  the  fires  of  the  319th, 

3Q7th  Airborne  Engineer  Battalion 

The  Battalion  continued  to  salvage  resupply  bundles  and  operate  water  points 
in  the  area.  Extensive  surveys  of  the  EOWE  River  were  conducted  duping  this 
period,  and  bridging  material,  assault  boats  and  otho**  river,  crossing  equipment 
were  obtained.’ '  '  ......  -  .  -  v.  ’  - 

Attached  Units 

Company  0,  7%6th  Tank  Battalion,  was  relieved  from  attachment  to  the  Divi¬ 
sion -at  110800  June..'  •*"  .  ■ 

,  D  -PLUS  7  —  13  Jinm  1944 

The  Division,  using  the  508th  Parachute  Infantry, .  extended,  its  right  flank 
by  establishing  a  bridgehead  a^poss  the  DOUVE.: River  at  BECZEWILLE  LA  BASTILLE  end 
contacted  the  IClst  Airborne  Division  again  at  BAUPTE.  Other  element*  of  tho 


Division  continured  to  reorganize  find  regroup  preparatory  to  passing  through 
tho  90th.  Infantry Di.visijon  -oad;: .■att^acisAng •  to  the.- west  in  conjunction  with  the 
•9th  Infantry  Division.:!  ■$ ho  Division  Corpnnd .-Post. moved  to  a  point  near  PI  DE¬ 
AUVILLE  .at  coordinates.  -254928*  . 

325 th  GLi  der  Infantry .  Hogingnt.: 

She  2d  Battalion  rejoined  the,  regiment;  at  10C0  hours.  Ife©,' regiment  closed 
'in.  a-  now  assembly  aroa  south  . of  P1CAOTTHB  at  1630  hours*  Preparations  wore 
made  to  attack  to  tho  west  the  following  day* • 

505'th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

'  The.  2d  Battalion;  325th.  Infantry,  was  relieved  from  attachment,  The  regi¬ 
ment  moved  .from,  the  Up  .HAM-  area  toe  an  ©saEfehhiyiMffa  hast  of  PICAUVILLB,  rested 
and  reorganized. 

507th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment  • 

•  t  '  ■  '  4  •  '  ‘  v  . 

The  regiment  moved  from  the  LA  FIERS  area. to  an._.assenbly.  area-  north  of  PIC- 
AUVILLB.  Preparations  wore  made  to  attack  to  .the  west  the.  following  day* 

508th  Parachute  infantry  Regiment 

A.  combat  team  poqposed  of  the  regiment,  the  319th  Glider  Hold  Artillery 
Mttalion*  Battery  A*  00th  Airborne  Antiaircraft  Battalion,  a  detachment  from 
the  307th  Airborne  Engineer  Battalion  and  one  platoon  of  Troop  B,  4th  Cavalry 
Reconnaissance  Squadron,  attacked  south  across  tho  BOUVE  Elver.  Company  E  cross¬ 
ed-  the  DOUVE  by  assault;. boats  at  0001  hours  and  seized  3EUZEVILLE  LA  BASTILLE* 

The  remainder  of  the  troops  crossed  the  river  on  a  footbridge,-  Constructed  by 
engineers  beginning;  at  0400  hours.  The.  1st  Battalion  cleared  CHETT3VILL2  by 
0745  hours,  destroyed  considerable  enemy  equipment?  including  12  light  tanks* 
and  occupied  defensive,  positions  at  ,001  GEY*  Tho  2d -Battalion  met  determined 
resistance  outside'  of  3AUPTE  but  occupied  the  town  by  1800  and  established  con¬ 
tact  with  the  101st  Airborne  Diyisicn  to  the  south*  The  '3d  Battalion  secured'- 
the  area  between  PONT.  AWT,  and  HD  TOT.  During  .tho  entire  action  14  light  Janks 
wer'o  knocked  out  and  sizeable  quantities  of  enemy  equipment,  captured  or  destroy¬ 
ed. .  '  ’ 

82.d  Airborne  Division  Artillery 

The  319th  and  320th  Glider,  and  188th  Field  Artillery  Battalions  fired  in 
support.  6'f.  the  508 th- .Parachute  Infantry*  s  crossing  of .  the"  DOUVE  River  at  BEU25E- 
VI LLE '  iiA- BASTILLE.'  -  These  three  battalions  expended'  1,860  rounds  in  50  minutes, 
and  tlieir- fires  were  reinforced  as  well  by  the  90.th  Division  Artillery,  The 
319th  Glider -Ei did  Artillery  Battalion  displaced  south,  of  the  BOUVE  River  at 
1800-  -hours'*  •  .The  .456  th  Parachute  Pi. eld  Artillery  Battalion  moved  from -the  LB 
HAM-  sector  -into,  positions,  north  of.  Pi CAUVILLE  at  1800  hours.  -  \ 

60th  Airborne  Antiaircraft  Battalion 

Pottery  A  knocked  out  five  enemy  light  tanks  in  Conjunction  with  the  1st 
Battalion,  508th  ParHchute  -Inf  oil  try*  s  attack  south  of  the  BOUVE  River* 

307th  Airborne  Engineer  Battalion  . 

Company  A  ope rat od  assault  boats  across  the  DOUVE.  River  at  3EUZEVTLLE.  LA 
BASTILLE  beginning  at  0001  hours  in  support  of  the  508th  Parachute  Infantry.  A 
footbridge  was  constructed  first,  end,;  with  the  assistance  of  VII  Corps  Engineers 
a  Bailey  bridgo  was  completed \by  0830;  hours*  .  Ttye- 3d. platoon  of  Company  3  was 
attached,  to.  the  rSOBth/paradhutc  Infantry  and  prepared  the  bridge-  south- of  BAUPTE 
for  demolition.  . 

'  -  14  —  " 


hours,- 


Company  A*  -746th'  Tank- .Battodioh,'  was''  attached  to  the  Division  at  1700 


EL  even  gliders -carrying  ordnance  and  signal  equipment  landed  at  SEE.  MERE 
EGLJSE..  •  ■ 

D  SFiTTS.  8  --  14  JUNE  1944  .  .  - 


The  Division  continued  to  nop. Vup  in  the  3ATJPTE  area  and  also  passed  throu,^ 
the  90th  Division  to  attack  west  toward  ST.-  SAUVEUR  LE  VI COMTE. 

The  .attack*  with  the  G2d  Airborne  Division  on  the  left  and  the  9th  Infan¬ 
try  Division  on  the  right*  originally  was  scheduled  tc  begin  shortly  after 
dawn  but  was-  delayed  until  -1000  to  permit,  units .  being  relieved,  additional  op¬ 
portunity'  to  seize  the  cohtnplated  line  of  departure.  Th'e  attack' began-  at  1000. 
-■esren  though-  the'  line,  of  departure  had  not  . been,  seized.  The  .  fighting  was  bitter 
hedgerow- to .  hedgerow  onslaught,  but  eonsiderable  .progress .  was  madej 

325th  Glider  Infantry  Regiment 

The  regiment  attacked  at  1Q00- ih- column  of/battalions  .with  the  3d  Batta¬ 
lion  leading-,  yThe ,507th  Parachuto  lnfantry  was' to  the  regiment1 s  right,  '  As 
the  scheduled  line  of  departure  had  not  been  seized,  :.the  325th  attacked  to  the 
--right  -of  ■  the  358th  Infantry,  ' -instead-  of  through  it,  but- -latex.-.:, 
swung  in  front  of  that- regiment,  '  The- main  highway  due  west  of  ETIELTVILLE  was  ; 
‘strongly  defended  by  the'  enemy,  but  he-  was  driven -off  ■  the  road  by  1830  hours, 
after-. exceptionally,  hard  fighting  and  repeated  thrusts,  by  both  the  3d  and  1st 
Battalions  supported  by  one  platoon  of  Company  A*" 746th  Tank  Battalion,  The 
1st  Battalion  continued  -  to  -attack  .and  .advanced  west'  400" yards.  The  regiment 
consolidated,  its  positions  at  2100  hours,'  established  firm  contact,  with  the 
M&fth  Infantry,  oh  the  right- and  prepared  to. continue  the  attack  to  the  west. 


iSQBfe /dVagf  nehu.:- 


The  regiment  remained  in  Division  reserve,  Company  I  moved' to  i.secure’f&J-j 
bridge  south  of  ETIEKVILLE  (POET  L’.'SBE)  ,  holding  postiions  at  the  north  ond'c:"/ 
of.  the  bridge.  Company  H  was  attached'  to  the  325th  Glider  Infantry  Regiment 
.at  '1400  hours  to  '  act  ns 'Infantry  escort  for' a  platoon  of  Company  A,  746th.  Tank 
Battalion  through,  and,  beyond  ETIMTVI.LLE,  but  the  company  reverted  to  regimental 

,  control; at  1940 ’.hours, ,. .  The  ...regiment  was  order  e'd  at  2100  hours  to  nova  into - 

position'  1,.0Q0; yards  north  of  ETIELiVILLE,  Company.  I /remained  at  tho  ETIMVILLI 
Bridge  and  established  patrol  contact  with  the  508th  Parachute  Infantry  in  the 
BEUZEVILL3  LA  3ASTIDL3  Bridgehead...  ' 

507th  .Parachute  I  n  f an  t  r y  Re  gi  n eht  .  ■ 

..-/Attacking  in  -column  of  bat tadionOi.  with  the  3d.  Battalion  leading,  the  r.egi-- 
■meht  crossed- the-'ereek 'between  IL3IT0BEjyad_.  ETJELIVILIiB'^t  .1000  hours,  passing 
;  .through .  the  90th  Division,-  The  325l{^^ider'Blhiantry’ was 'on  the  left; and.  the-.  . 
;  60th  Infantry,-  9 tUBDl vision,  was  .c n  the.  right,-:  Sn  countering  heavy  .pounding.,  of 
enemy 'artillery,  'the  ,3d:'-,l'.a'tt alien  •  turned'  north'  to.  block  REDOUT1 -and  protect  the 
north  fl  rink .  of.;  the  Divi  si  on.  while  ...th%dlth.  Biyi  sion  _sp  ent  the  b  et  t  er.  part  of.  the 
day  seizing  the  .town. .  Enemy  nesist'anW  was  severe.  . -Counter-attacks  in  ■  t&e~ev'c 
Ihg’werd  repulsed  with  the  assistance  y/f  one  platoon  of .  tanhe  from  Company ''A,  • 
746th ‘Tank  Battalion,  The '2d.  and  1st  Battalions  'in  that  order,  followed -the: 

3d  Battalion  and,  continued  the  attack  to  the  west,  reaching  the.  outskirts- of 
LA  BOEBEvILLB-by'  2200  hours,,  /ifter ..  consolidating  positions  and  reorganizing, 
all  Battalions  prepared,,  to  continue  the  attack  the  next,  day. 


508th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

The  1st  Battalion  moved  from  the:  vicinity' of  COIGNnr  to  nosist  the  2  Battalion 
clear  EAUPTE  lit  0130  hours.  The  3d  Battalion  repelled  a  sharp  counterattack  at 
0700  hours  in  the  vicinity  of  HOTOT.  .The  enemy  attempted  to  break  through  the  3d 
Battalion  positions  again  at  1005  hours,  hut  the  attack  failed  after  the  enemy 
sustained  -  heavy,  casualties;.-  The  highway  and  rail-road  -bridges  southwest  of-.  HOTOT 
were  blown  by  attached  elements  of  the  307. th.  Airborne  Engineer  Battalion  moved 
from  BAUPEE  to  the  northwest  at  1030  and  'attacked  FOpfT  ATJNY  to  dislodge  an  enemy 
concentration  building  -up  in'  th-.t'  area.  After  a  sharp  fire  fight  the  1st  Batta¬ 
lion  broke  contact  at.  1600  hours  and.  withdrew  toward  B/;UFT.ii*  aseestblih  ■  in  a  re¬ 
serve .  position-  In*  the  vicinity  of '-,f R/iCQUETOT,  .The.  2d  -  -a-ttnlion  left  Coppany  D  at 
BAUPTE  -bnd  moved  .ht  '2300'  hours  to  <%  position  in'  the’  Vicinity  of  COIGHY, 


82d  Airborne  Division  Artillery  .  7 

The  319th  Olider- Field  Artillery  Battalion  -remained  in  direct  support  of  the 
508th  Parachute  Infantry  and  fire  600  rotinds5  against  enemy  buildups  in  the  HOTOT 
.area.  The  320th  Glider  and  456th  Paracnute '  Field  'Artillery  Battalions  -sera  placed 
in  direct  .support  of  the.  attacking  525th  0-iider  and .  507th  Parachute  Infantry  Regi¬ 
ments,,  respectively,  The  'ispth  Field  Artillhry  Battalion  was  in  direct  -  support. 
More  than  -2,200  rounds  were  fired  in  support  of  the  attack  toward  the  west.  The 
87th  Armored  Field  ^rtiliery  Ba-. tsiion  was  attached  to  the  Division  at  0900  hours 
.  and  moved  into  position  npitr.  of  ST  I. 1  TV  I. .-LI. 


80th  airborne  Anti  aircraft  Battalion 


Batteries  A  and  .  B  .remained  attached-'  t.o  the  508th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment, 
Battery ;C  was  attached  to  the  507th  Parachute  Infantry. V  The  remainder  of  the  Bat¬ 
talion  remained  in  reserve,  .....  ..  ** 


507th  Airborne  Engineer  Battalion 


One  platoon  of  Company  B,  was  attached  to  '‘the  506th  Parachute  Infantry  and 
blew  the -culvert  end  the  "railroad ,  bridge  •southwest  of  HOTOT 1600  .hours.  The 
bridge  at  CEFTl -WI,L1S- wgs  blown  by  508th  Parachute  Infantry.  .  The .  Platoon  reverted 
tp- Company  control- ot  2300' hours.  Cbmpany  A-  continued  to -provide  security  for 

■bridge's-  at' ITaUndVILIH  LA  BASTILLE  and  performed  reconnaissance  work  along  ths,-.- , 
50.8th  Parbc'f  uto  .and.  '325th  Glider  Infantry  fronts'1,  .  • 

i  Attached 'Troops  - 

Company  A,  746-th  Tank  Battalion,  supported  the -Division’s  attack  to' -the  w  st, 

•  with  6ne  platoon  ouch  attached  to  th..;  325th -Glider  and  507-th  Para c  ;ute  Infantry 
Regiments.  '  Tanks  were  withdrawn-.' -at  nightfall  into  an  assembly  area  north  of.  • 
FICAUVJLLE ,  - 

Resupply 

.  .Four  75mm  pack  howitzers  we.ro  flown  by.  C-46 'to  S;T-.-,  MESS  AGLISE . '. 

■  ■■■  ■-  -P.-PLBg  '9  15  JTJH5 '-1944 

The  Division'-  ‘continued  the  -hed;aero-.Mrt{vho-dd:erQ?i ot-b.ack.,  but  shortly  after,- 
ni:"htf  all-  it"  became  .-.apparent  that  ..the.  crust  .of  the.  enemy- -resistance  west..-  b'f  ths 
D0TJVJ5  River  had  been -broken.  The  503th  Parachute  Infantry  relieved  the  507th 
Parachute,  infantry  after  a  -strong' enemy  counterattack  in  the  flank,  supported  by 
tanks ,  halted  the  '507th  advance,  The,  Division  Command' Post  moved  tp  coordinates 
255934*  west-  of  STn&vTLLB, 


525th  Glider  Infantry  Regiment 


In  the  order  1st.,,  2d  and  3d  Battalions  the.  regiment  attacked  at  0500  hours 
and  reached  the  creek  southwest  of  LA  BONNEVILLE  by  0810.  hours,  meeting  only 
moderate  resistance.  Tanks  from  Company  A,  746th  Tank  Battalion,  supported  the 
attack,  •  . 


505th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

‘The  regiment  attacked' to  the  west,  passing  through  the  507th  Parachute  In¬ 
fantry  in  the  letter’s,  zone  at  1500.  Battery  C,  80th' Airborne  Antiaircraft  Bat¬ 
talion  and  one  Platoon -of  Cpmpeny.A,  746th  Tank  Battalion,  were  attached.  Mode¬ 
rately  strong  enemy  opposition  #*3 "encountered  and  by  nightfall  the  regiment  had 
advanced  to  the  creek 'line  north  of  CR03VI1LE  (828918)  ,  Company  I,'  guarding  tho 
bridge  at  ETIEFYELLE.,  was  relieved  by  the  507th  Parachute  Infantry  and  reverted  to 
regimental  control.-  . 

507th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment . 


Tho  regiment  attacked  at.  0500  hours  and  advanced  600  yards,  meeting  little 
opposition  up  to  0630  hours.  One  Platoon  of  Company  A, ‘  746th  Tank  Battalion, 
moved  up  to  forward,  positions  at  0615  to  support  tho  regiment.  A  heavy,  counter¬ 


attack  supported  by  tanks ,  launched  by  the  enemy  at  0930  hours  from  the'  right 
flank,  halted  the  advance  of  the  regiment.  However,  the  507th,  recovering  from 
the  heavy  .artillery  and  mortar  fire,  ejected,  the 'enemy  force  which  had  penetrated 
its-  lines  and-  .reestablishediits  front  by  1500  hours,  At  which  time  the  505th  Para¬ 
chute  Infantry  passed  t*  rough  the  507th.  The'  re^ifliont .-.then  assembled,  moved  to 
ETISNVILLS,  and  later  crossed  tfie-  DOUVE  River  into  the  CRETTEVILLE 
preparatory  to  relieving  the.  508th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment.  Company 
ved  Company.!,  505th  Parachute  Infantry,  at  the  bridge  at.  ETIEHVILLE. 


ed 

B.4UPTE  area 
■re lie— 


n  v 


508th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

The  regiment  continued  active  defense  of  the  ClffilTEVILLE  -  BAUPTE  sector,  re¬ 
pulsing  unsmy-  attempts  to  break  through  -in  vicinity  of  HO  TOT.  and  ‘BAUPTE.  The  ‘2d 
Battalion  relieved  the  3d  Bottalion  near  POET  AUFY'.  The  3d.  Battalion  assembled 
and  moved  north  of  the  DOUVE  River  into  Division  reserve  -one-half  mile  west  of  * 

LA  BONNEVILLE.  Th.o  remainder  of  the  regiment  prepared  to  join  the  3d  Battalion 
upon  completion  of  relief  by  the  507th  Parachute  Infantry  during  the  night  of 
15-16  Jun-3. 

8Sd  Airborne  Division  Artillery 

The  319th  Glider  Field  Artillery  Battalion  -remained  in  position  and  prepared 
to ' support  the  507th  Parachute  Infantry  moving  into  the.  BEUZEVILLE  LA  BASTILLE 
Bridgehead.  The  456th  Parachute  Field  Artillery  Battalion-  changed  to  support  tho 
505th  Parachute  Infantry  when  the  latter  relieved-  the  507th,  and  with  the  320th 
Glider  Field  Artillery  Battalion  displaced  to  positions  north  end  west  of  ETIEN- 
VILLE.  Division  artillery,  with  the  67th  Armored  Field  Artillery  Battalion 
(105mm  howitzers)  and  the- 188th  Field  Artillery  Battalion  ( 155mm  howitzers) ,  in 
general  support  of  the  Division’s  attack- to  the  west,,  fired  morn-  .than-  4,800  -rounds 
in  all  types  of  missions.  Company  B,  57th  Che  icel  Mortar  Battalion  (-4.2  .inch 
mortars.)  was:  attached  in  the  vicinity  of  ETIE11VILLE  at  1130  hours*  - 

80th  Airborne  Antiaircraft  Battalion 

, -  Battery  A- was  relieved"  frftt  attachment,  to  the  508th  Parachute  Infantry.  Bat¬ 
teries-  B' and  C  were  attached  to  the  507th  and  508th  Parse hute .'Infantry  Regiments, 
respectively.  •  •;  ’■ 


.  17  - 


Attached  Troops 

In  the-  attack  to  the  west  the  following  troops  were  attached  to  the  Div¬ 
ision  and  assisted  materially  in  the  accompli shn ent  of  the  mission; 

Company  a,  745th  lank  Battalion.  (One. platoon  was  attached. to  the  G25th 
Slider  Infantry  Regiment,  and  one  was  attached  first  to.,  the  507th  and  .later  to 
•  the  505th  Parachute  Infantry.  ■  . 

Troop  B,  4th  Cavalry  Reconnaissance  Squadron 

07th  Armored  Held  Artillery  , Battalion.;  . 

108th  Bield  Artilleiy  Battalion  . 

Company  C,  899th  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion,  (in  Division  reserve)',  . 

'Company.  B»  87th  Chemical  Mortar.  Battalion  (Attached  to  Division  Artillery) 

.  D  PLUS  10  —  -16  '  JTOIB-  1944- 

The*  Division,  •  attacking  to.  the  west,- .and- protecting  the  southern  flank  of 
VII  Corps;  during  the  iorp'  s 'cpera.ti::ns  to  seize  .•CHERBOURG, .  fo'rged  ahead  against 
..the  German  77th  Infantry  Division..  The  Division  routed  the.  enemy  in  its  sector 
drove  across  the  .DOUVE  River  and  established  a>  firm*  bridgehead-- around  ■  ST.  0.  :. 
SAUVEUR  LE  VI COMTE.  y:  '  :  '■  ,  . 

The  orders  from-  Corps  were,  to  "seize  the -line- of  the  DOUVE:  and  prep  .are  to 
continue  the  attack  to  the  west11*  however,  upon  arriving- ..on  the  east  baidc.of  ■ 
the  DOUVE  it  was  quite  obvious  that  the  German  forces  were  in  a  state  of  com¬ 
plete  confusion.  The  Division  Commander  immediately  requested  Corps  for  author¬ 
ity  to  cross,  but  because  of  difficulties  in  communication,  an  immediate  answer 
was  not  obtained,  •  Seizing- the  initiative,  after  per so nnal  reconnaissance, 
General  RIDGWAY  ordered  the -2d  Battalion,  505th'  Parachute  Infantry  to  cross - 
without  delay.  By  the  tine!  clearance  had  been  obtained  from  Corps  two  batta¬ 
lions  ■  had  crossed  the. river,  and'had  established  a  secure  bridgehead  for  further 
operations,  ' 

.  * '  *  ‘  '  "■  -t  -•  *  .  ‘ 

Tn  three  days  ..of- fierce,  hedgerow- to  —hedgerow  fitting  the  Division  pushed 
the  enemy  steadily  westwards  and  made. It  possible  for  the  9th  Infantry  Division 
to, drive  to  the  sea  and  cut  the  CHERBOURG  Peninsula'  in  two.  A  forward  Division 
Command.  Poet  was  -  established  -in  a  chateau  just  east  of  ST.  SAUVEUR  LE  VI COMTE 
:and  tho  DOUVE.  River.  A  new  Borce  "A-1*  was  formed  to  include  the  505th  and  508th 
.‘Parachute  Infantry  Regiments  and  established  its  .headquarters  irMST.  ■  SAUVEUR  LE 
VI  COMTE.-'  .  ;•  .  '  '  •'  •  '  -  ;  •  .  ...  ^ 

325th  Slider -'Infantry  Regjjagnt  .  . 

The  325th  continued  the  attack  and  reached  its  assigned  objectives  , on  the 
east  bank  of  the  DOUvE  River  overlooking  ST.  SAUVEUR  LE  VI COMTE  at  0950  hours. 
The  regiment  consolidated  positions  and  patrolled  aggressively,  across  the  DOUVE 
River, 

505th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

The  regiment  continued  to  attack  •  to •  the  west  and  reached  its  objectives  on 
high  ground  cast  of  the'  DOUVE  River,  overlooking  ST.  SAUVEUR  LE  VI COMTE,  by  1130 
hours.  Binding  the  enemy  in  a  high  state  of  confusion,.  •  the  2d- Battalion. -crossed 
the  river  and  seized  ST.  SAUVEUR  LE  VI COMTE.  The  1st  Battalion  followed  and 
pressed  on  to  secure  an  area  2,000  yards  in  depth.  The  3d  Battalion  was  reliev¬ 
ed  by.  tho  3d  Battalion,  500th  Parachute  Infantry  at  1540  of  its  mission  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  right  flank  of  the  Division.,  This  Battalion  then  crossed  the  river  and 
attacked  to  the; north  at  ST.  SAWEUR  LE  VI COMTE  to-  seize  and  hold  the  crossroads 
at  189958.-  By  2230  the  bridgehead  was  secure  and  approximately  2,000  to'  3,000 
yards  in  depth.  .....  '  \  .  ... 
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,507th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

Tho  regiment  completed  relief  of  the  508th  Parachute  Inf  an  try.  at  0415  in 
the  CHETTEVILLE  -  BAUJ-TE  area-,.  The  2d  Battalion  took  up  positions  between 
3AUPTE  and  COIGNTj  and  the  3d  Battalion  defended  a  line  frcn  GOIGHY  to  FRASCE- 
QUETCJT,  The  1st.  Battalion  was  -in  reserve- in-  FRABOEQuBlOT.  The  entire,  area 
was  subjected  to  heavy  enemy  artillery  and  mortar  fir.e, 

50Qth  Parachute'  Infantry  Regiment,  ,  .. 

After  relief  by  the  5C7tb  Parachute  Infantry,  the  regiment  closed  into 
resorve  po si  bi on s- northwest  of  Ell! EBTIBLE  at  0900  hours.-  'The  3d  3attalion-.-r.e~ 
-lievod-  the  3d  Battalion,  -60 5th •.'Parachute  Infantry.;  in  the.  vicinity-  of  .CROSVILLE 
with  tho  mission  of  protecting  the  Division'  s,  north  flank.  The.  1st. -and  2d. 
■Battalions  moved  into  position  north  of  EAUVILLE  and  at  2200  hours  moved  into 
the  ST*  SAUVEUE  LE-. VI COMTE  Bridgehead  and  took  up  positions  south  of  the  town 
and  along  the  SI.  SAUVEUR  LE  VI COMTE  «  LA  ’KAYS  DU  PUITS  Highway. 

82d  Airborne  Division  Artillery  ■ 

Until  troops:*  cro.ssed.-the-  DOUVE  River  fires  were. massed  on  routed  enemy 
columns  and  sonvoys  in.  and  around  ST.  SAUVSUR  LE  VI COMTE.  All  battalions  ex¬ 
cept  the  319th  Gli dor  Field  Artillery  Battalion  in  the  CHETTEVILLE  -  3AUPTE 
sector  displaced  forward.  At  1830  hours  the  172-d  Eio-ld  Artillery  Battalion  1 
(4.5  inch  guns)  was  attached  and  went  into  position,  immediately  to  the  east  of 
ST.  SAUVEUE  LE  VI COMTE. .  Artillery  liaison  , planes  arrived  from-,  base*  in  'BiTGLAFD; . 

&0th  Airborne  Antiaircraft  Battalion.  :  ■  , 

Battery  A  remained  lirrmressiwa..  Battery -3; was  attached  to  the  507.th- Farar- 
chute' Infantry,-  and  Battery  C  supported -the  attack  of  the  505th  Parachute  In¬ 
fantry.  The  remainder  of  the  Battalion' was  in  reserve. 

307th  Airborne  Engineer  Battalion-  :  .  -  '  ■  ■•-.  '  - 

The  Battalion. continued- extensive  reconnaissance- of  the  DOUVE  River  and 
..supported,  the  attack  against  ST,-.  SAUVEUE  -LE -VI COMTE. ' 

Attached  Troops* 

.-.Company-  Aj  746th  Tank  Battalion,,  supported  the  attack  of  the  Division* .  at¬ 
taching  one  platoon,  to.  each  of  the  two.,  assault  regiments..  Tanks  crossed  the 
DOUVE  River  into  the  ST.  SAUVSUR  LE  VICOMTE  Bridgehead.  One  platoon  from  Com¬ 
pany  C,  899th  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion,  was  attached  to  the  34  Battalion,  508th 
Parachute  Infantry  and-  another  to  the  505th  Parachute  Infantry.  Company  B,  87- 
th  Chemical  Mortar. Bat tall.an,'  was  relieved  from  support  of  tho  325th  Glider 
Infantry  and  -was  placed,  in  support  of- the  505th  Parachute  Infantry.  It  re¬ 
mained,  |icv/everv  attached  to  Division  &til-lory. .  *  ■  - 

D  PLUS  ID  AED12 —  17-18  JUKE  1944 

During  this  period  the.  Division  secured,  the  bridgehead  at  ST.  SAUVSUR  .LE 
VICOMTE,  •  reorganized  and  prepared- to  attack  -.-  south,  o f  ETISEVILLS -  to.  extend  its 
southern  boundary.  The  9th  Infantry  Division  passed  through  the  bridgehead 
and  attacked  to,  the  west  coast  of  the. peninsula. 

325th  Glider  Infantry  Regiment 

The.  regiment  mqved  to  an  assembly  area  southeast  .of  ETIEKVILLE  on  17  June 
and  made  plans  to  cross  the-  DO t)VE  .River  -south  of  ETI SEVILLE. 

'  -  19 


505th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 


The  505 ti}  cleared  the  3T.  S^UVEUli' 
yards  of  all  enemy  pockets  of  resistanc 
and  west  _  of  ST.-  SLUVEUR  IE  VIC0MT3,  and 
Infantry  Division,  through -its  lines  to 
regiment  patrolled  extensively,  rested 


LB  .VICOMTS  Bridgehead  'to  a  depth  of  3,000 
e,  •consolidated  defensive  positions  north 
effected  passage  of  the  47th  Infantry,  9th 
continue  the  attack  to  the  west,  ■  Tno 
and  reorganised ,  : 


507th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 


The  regiment  continued  to  hold  defensive  positions  in  the  CRLTT aV ILIE-BxUPTE 
area-  and  patrolled  extensively'  concentrating  its  efforts  along  the  western  front. 
Contact  was  maintained  with  adjacent  units'. 


508th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

The  1st  and  2d  Battalions. cleared  the  bridgehead  of  all  enemy  resistance 
south  and  west  of  .ST,  S--JJV3U.il  LI  VI COMTE,  Company  C  estoblislied  a  road  block  and 
blew  the  bridge  on  /the  ST.  3AUVBUR  Lb  VICCMT::.  -  L-,  HaY.3  DU..FUITS  Highway,  across 
the  PRAIRIES  M;,R3C  .»CEUSB3.  Company  .<•»  reinforced  Company  C  on  18  June.  The  3d 
Battalion  remained  in  position  protecting  the  north'-1  flank  of  the  Division  until 
18  Juno  when  it  moved  "to  the  b  „nk  of  the  DOUVE  River  west’  of  ETIENVILLE.  .. 

82 d  Airborne  Division  Artillery 


The  456th  Parachute  Field'  artillery  Battalion,  reinforced  by  the  172d  Field 
Artillery  Battalioii,  continued  to  support  the  505th  and  508th.  Parachute  Infantry 
Regiments  in  the  ST.  3AUVEUR  U  VICOMTS  Bridgehead .  The  .remainder  of  Division 
Artillery,  less  the  3.19th  011  dor  Field  .artillery  Battalion  which  supported  the  . 
•507th  Parse  ute  Infantry  in  the  CKSTTBVILLEi  -  BAUFTS  area,  moved  ■  back '  irito  ^posi¬ 
tion  north  of  STIFF  VILLI  .arid  made  preparations  to  support  the  attack  south  of 
ETTIEN VI LLE  'Across  the  DOUVE .  River .  ■  ^  - 

80th  Airborne  Antiaircraft  Battalion 


Battery  A  was  attached: to  the  3d  Battalion,  508th  Parachute  Infantry,  and 
Battery  I)  (.50  caliber  MG)  moved  into  position  pxrot  acting  the '  bridge  ..nt  IT.  3AU- 
VSUPv  LS  VICOMTS.  Battery  E  made'  preparations  to  support  the  attack  of.  the  Divi¬ 
sion  south  of  ETIWILLS  across  the  DOUVE  River., 

307th  Airborne  Engineer  Battalion 

Company  A  procured  river  crossing:  material' And  prepared  to  assist  the  cross¬ 
ing  of  the  DOUVE  River  south  of  ETI3RVILLE.  The  Battalion  continued  to  re con-  • 
noiter  the  DOUVE  River. 


Attached  Troops 

Tanks  of  Company  A,  746th  Tank  Battalion,  and  armored  cars  of  .Company  C, 
899th  Tank  Destroyer' battalion,  moved  into  reserve  positions  and  prepared  to  re¬ 
vert  to  parent  units.'  Troop  B,  4th  Cavalry  Reconnaissance  Squadron,  patrolled 
extensively  to  the  west  and  north  and  south,  .reporting  valuable  information  on 
enemy  movements  and  dispositions,. 

Ra  supply 

'  The  last  air  resupply  mission  was  flown -on  .18  June .when  5,000  Gammon  Grenad 
were  landed  by  C-47  at  3TE-.  MSLE  LGLIHE. 


p  1944  ■  .. 

The  Division  crossed  the  D0UV1!  River  south  of  ETIENVILLS  and  established  a 
firm  bridgehead'  extending  south  to  PRTCTOT*  Contact  was  made  with  the  troops  in 
the-  CRETTEVILLE  -  BAUPTE  area  and  the  entire  Division  area  south  of  the  DOUVE 
was  cleared  of  enemy.  The  90th  ‘Infantry  Division  rolioved"'the  82d  of  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  guarding  ST, '  SAUVEUK  L3  VI COMTE.  The,  Division  was  attached  to  VIII 
Corps  which  had  the  mission  of  protecting  the  south  flank  of  VII  Corps  in  the  VII 
Corps  assault  to  the  north  on  CHERBOURG. 

5S5th  Glider  Infantry  .Regiment 

The  PA  Battalion  crossed  the  D0UV3  River  'souths  st. of  ETIENVILLS  and  west  of 
M0NTE3SY  by  assault  boats  at  2350  hours  tho  night  of  18-19  June,  The  crossing 
was  'accomplished,  without  incident.  .A  feint  by  one  squad  distracted  the  enemy's 
attention  to  the  area  west  of  2TI1NVILLS.  Supported  by  an  artillery 'barrage ,  the 
1st  Battalion,  followed  by  the  3d  Battalion,  crossed  over  an  engineer  foot-bridge 
beginning  at  0215  hours  and  attacked  against  slight  opposition  to  the  south  to 
join,  forces  with  the  2d  Battalion  which  was  attacking  from  the  rear  the  enemy 
force  defending  -the  bridgehead  arnsu  By  0750  hours  the  2d  Battalion  had  been 
passed  through  by  tho '1st  and  3d  Battalions  and  tho  regiment  hold  an  area  exten¬ 
ding  from  LE  HAU  DS  EAUT  (242920).  along  the  edge  of  the  B0 IS  DE  LIM0R3,  thence 
north  of  LA  DANGUERIE  TO  VINDEF0NTA IDE .  The  3d  Battalion,  503th  Parachute  In¬ 
fantry,  was -attached  to  the  325th  and  crossed,  at  the  same  point  as  the  2d  Batta1 
lion •  It  attacked  on  the  regiment 1 s  left  flank  to  pass  through  the  1st  Battalion 
507th  Parachute  Infantry,  -in  VINDEF0N1AINS  and  to  seize  PRETOT,  Enemy  resistance 
increased  but  the  regiment  finally  broke  through  and  extended  its  lines  securely 
to  a  depth  of  3,000  yards  south  of  the  DOIJVE  River  by  2000  hours.  The  engineers 
completed .a  bridge  south  of  ETIENVILLE  by  1730,  permitting  supporting  artillery 
and  vehicles  to  join  the  'regimenT. 

505th  Pam  chute  Infantry  Regiment 

Late  in  the  evening  tho  regiment  moved  by  truck  from  tho  ST. • 3AUVEUR  LE 
VIC0MTE  area  to  an  assembly  area  south  of  LES  MOITIEf.3  2N . B.MJPT0IS  (269920)  in  . 
the  bridgehead  established  during  tho  day  by  the  325th  Glider  Infantry* 

507th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment  ...  .  • 

The  1st  Battalion,  attacked  across  the'  bridge  west  of  CRETTEVILLE  at  0015 
hours  to  seize  VINDEF0MAINE  in  conjunction  with  the  attack  by  the  325th  Glider 
Infantry  to  establish  a  bridgehead  south  of  ETIENVILLE,  After  bitter  fighting 
and  considerable  sniping  the  Battalion  reached  its  objective  by  0740-  hours  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  the  day  clearing  the  town  of  snipers  and  pockets  of  enemy 
resistance.  At  1405  hours  the  3d  Battalion,  508th  Parachute  Infantry,  passed, 
through  the  3d  Battalion  lines.  The  remainder  of  the  507th  stayed  in  position  in 
the  CRETTEVILLE  -  BAUPTE,'  sector. 


508th  Parachute  Infantry  Regimen t . 


The 

VTC0MTE 


regiment  was  relieved  of  responsibility  of  guarding  the  ST,  3AUVEUP  LE 
area  at  .1440  and  assembled  prior  -to  moving'  to  join  the  remainder  of  the 


D0UVE  River  in  assault  boats  southeast  of  ETIENVILLE 


and  west  of  MONTES SY  at 


280915  at  0700  hours.  The,  crossing  was  made  without  -incident  and  tho  battalion 


proceeded  south,  meeting  increasing  resistance •  •  At  1405  hours  this  battalion 
passed  through  the  507th  Parachute  Infantry  positions  at  VHTDEFONTAISE  and  pushed 
on  to  the  outskirts  of  PRETOT,.  Here  an  enemy  -strong  point  held  up  the  advance 
temporarily. 


21  - 


S2d  Airborne  Division  Artillery 

The  320th  Glider,  87th  Armored  and  188th  Field  Artillery  Battalions,  sup¬ 
ported  the  attack  of  the  325th  Glider  Infantry  and  crossed  the  river  into  the 
"bridgehead  area  during  the  late  afternoon  "and  ni$vfc«  The  172d  Pi  did  Artillery 
Battalion  was  relieved  frcn  attachment  to  the  Division.  The  31Sth  Glider  Pi  el 
Artillery  Battalion  moved  into  the. "bridgehead  area  and  was  placed  in  direct 
support  of  the  325th  Glider  Infantry.  The  320tli  Glider  Field  Artillery  Batta¬ 
lion  was  placed  in  direct  support  of  the  505th  Parachute  Infantry. 

50th  Airborne"  Antiaircraft  Battalion 


Battery  3  supported  the  attack  of  the  1st  Battalion,  507th  Parachute  In¬ 
fantry.  Two  57nn  .puis  were  ferried  across  the  river  with  the  2d  Battalion, 
325th  Glidgr  Infantry.  At  least  three  cneny  light  tanks  were  knocked  cut  in 
the  action  in  the' .bridgehead.  Battery  G  crossed  into  "the  bridgehead  late  in 
the  afternoon.  Batteries  D  and  E  went'  into  position  to  porvide  antiaircraft 
protection  to  the.  ETIEEVILLE  Brid.  ;ev 

307th  Airborne  Engineer  Battalion 

Company  A  used  25  assault  boats  to  ferry  attacking  troops  across  the  DOITV" 
Elver  southeast  of  ETI SEVILLE  and- west  of  KOITTESSY  at  280915.  Company  B  erect 
ed  footbridges  at  HI  SEVILLE  and  VIEDSB’OETAnTE  for  the  infantry  and  later, 
under  enemy  shellfire,  erected  a  vehicular  bridge  at  VIEDEpOETAlEE  by  0400 
hours  .and  a  class  40  bridge  by  2210  hours.  Assistance  was  given  to  Corps 
engineers  in  repairing  the  bridge  and  causeway  sruth.of  III  SEVILLE. 

Attached  Troops 

i  "  ’  *  ’ 

Company  C,  399th  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion,  was  relieved  from  attachment 
to  the  Division  at  1400  hours,  and  Company  A»  607  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion 
was  attached  at  1000  hours.  Company  3,  07th  Chemical  Mortar  Battalion,  sup-  -• 
ported  the  325th  Glider  Infantry  fmm  positions  in  the  vicinity  of  the  2d 
Battalion  crossing.  Company  A,  746th  Tank  Battalion,  was  attached  to  the  325 
th  Glider.  Infantry.  Troop  3,  4th  Cavalry  Reconnaissance  Squadron,  continued 
patrolling  activities.  The  87th  Armored  and  180th  Field  Artillery  Battalions 
remained. at tach od^  to  the.  Division,  but  the  172&  Field  Artillery  Battalion  was 
relieved  at  1100  hours.  . 

D  PLUS  14  -  20  JUNE  1944  ' 

The  Division  Command  Post  moved  south  of  ETIEEVILLE  and  south  of  the 
DOUVB  Eiver  and  was  established  at  coordinates  285912, 

■325th  Glider  Infantry  Regiment 

The  regiment  consolidated  positions,  strengthened  the  defenses  of  the 
bridgehead  and  patrolled  into  enemy  lines. 

,505th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment  • 

The. 3d  Battalion,  moved  into  the  2501 S  33  LIKOBS  and  occupied  positions 
along  the  western  edge  after  encountering  only  slight  enemy  opposition  i&~. 
itially.  Later  it  came  under  intense  mortar  and  artillery  "fire.  The  rest 
of  the  regiment  remained  in  an  assembly  area  south  of  LBS  MOITIERS  EE  3ADPT0I 
having  closed  into  the  area  at  0150  hours. 

507 th  Par  a.  chute  Infantry  Regiment 

The  1st  Battalion  remained  in  position  around  VIEDEFOETAIEE  .until  2330 
hours,  when  it  relieved  the  3d  Battalion,  Q'tlier  elements,  of  the  .regiment  re- 

■  -  .  22  - 


5 


coined  in  tho  CEETTEVIIiLE  -  3AUPTE  sector,’  preparing  to  "bo  relieved  by  the  90th 
Infantry  Division. 

508th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

Tho  F.oginent  was  passed,  through  by  90th  Infantry  Division  troops  west  of 
ST,  SAUVEUB  LE  VI  COMTE  arid  moved  south.-. of  the  LOWS  Hiver,  'closing  into  an  as¬ 
sembly  area  southwest, 'of LBS  1-iOX TlfeS  'jITABAXIF TOI S ,"by  1330  hours*  The  3d  Battar* 
lion  launched  a  determined  attack- against.  PJjETQT  at  0600  hours  and  seized  the' 
town  and  took  up-, defensive  positions- After sharp,  short' battle.  The  Battalion 
was- subjected  to  heavy  ar-tillery,  and  mortar  shelling  throughout  ■  the-  day.  .  At  1600 
hours  the  Battalion; moved  to  po'piti'o'ns  .west  of  PEBTOT  and  was  relieved  in  place 
at  2330  hours,  by  the  1st .Battalion, ’ 507th  Parachute  Infantry. 

D  'PLUS  IS  To  d'pLUS  24  -  21-30  JUSTS  1944 

During' this  period*  whl-ch- was -marked -by' sharp  local  actions,  the  Division 
Secured  and. held -its  area  with  a  front'  generally  that  of  D  plus  14.  An  VllI 
Corps  attack'  had  been  pi  armed  i!or  late  on  322 -June  in  which  the  Division  :was  to 
seize  tho  high  ground  overlooking' BA  HATSE  DU  PULTS  while  the  90th  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion,'  thrusting  from  .both  flanks,  would  pinch  the  Division  out  and  seize  the 
town,  This  attack  was  postponed  wutil  3  July  because  of  a  very' severe  storm  in 
the  English'  Channel  which  interrupted  lines  of  .communication  and  supply  and  neces¬ 
sitated  restriction  of  ammunition  and. ordnance  lines.  The  Eirst  U.  S»  Army  placed 
priority  on  its  attack  to  seize 'the  vital  port  of  CHER30UEG,’  which  fell  to  VII 
Corps  on  26  June.  Meanwhile,  the  Division  reorganized,  regrouped  and  patrolled' 
aggressively  and  extensively!:  On  26  June  the.  Division  participated  in  a  simulat¬ 
ed  Corps  attack,'  firing  all  .possible' weapons  between  0730  and  0800c 

325th  (ill dor  Infantry  Regiment- 

The  2d  Battalion  was  relieved  on  24  Juho  by  3d  Battalion,  508th'  Parachute 
Infantry*.  and  the  rogiiient  then  hold,  a  line  between  the  508th  Parachute  Infantry 
on  the''  right  and  thp  507 th  Parachute  Infantry  on  the  left...  .  The'  1st  Battalion  was 
on-  the  right  of  ..the  regimental  sector,  2d  Battalion  on. the  left  and  3d  Battalion 
in  reserve.  During  the  entire  period  the  regiment  remained  in  position,  patrolled 
extensively  and  had©  preparations  'for  attack  to  the  west.-  ' 

505th -Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

--  "  The  3d  Battalion  remained  in  position  in  the  western  sector  of  the-EOIS  DE 

LiMOES  until  relieved  by  1st  Battalion  on  22  June.  The  2d  Battalion  took  over  de¬ 
fense  of  .the  eastern  sector  at  the  same  time.  On  26  Juno  the  3d  Battalion  relie¬ 
ved;  2d.  Battalion,  and,  in  :turn,  the  3d  Battalion  was  relieved  by  the  1st  Battalion 
508  th  Par'achute.Infantry;  attached,  on' 29,  June.  Buring  the  entire. period  it  oo- 
cuplcd  the  30IS.DE  LIMOHS  tho  regiment  suffered  losses  from  heavy  enemy  mortar 
and  artillery  cpnaOntr.ations.  Extensive  patrolling  was'  carried  out,  contact  with 
adjacent  units  was  established  firmly,'  and  firing  was  held  to  a  minimum  in  order 
that  friendly  positions  would  not  be  disclosed. 

507 th  Parachute  Infantry  Eeglnont  - 

.  'The  1st  Battalion,  remained,  Imposition  on  tho  high  ground  west  of  PEETOT, 

The  2d- and  3d  Battalions  in  the  CBETTEyiLLE.  -  BAUPTE  sector  were  relieved  by  the 
359th1  Infantry,  90t.h  infantry  -Division,  at  240130  Juno,  and  moved  into  reserve 
posttione  backing  up:' .the  1st  Bat. tdibn  to  the  north  of  PEETOT,  The' 2d  Battalion 
relieved  the  Gd  Battalion,  508th  Parachute  Infantry,  in  the  latter's  sector  on 
30  Juno  and  .became  attached  to  .  the.  506 th 'Parachute  infantry.  -  During  the  , entire 
period  tho  rogiment  patrolled  aggressively  into  enemy  lines. 


,  *»  23  —  ■ 


508th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

The  1st  Battalion  occupied  defensive  positions  nqrthaast  of  VINDEFONTAINE 
on  22  June  and  remained  there  until'  relieved  by  the  507th  Parachute  Infantry  on 
24  June.  On  the  same  day  the  '3d  Bett.lion  relieved  the  2d  Battalion,  525th 
Glider  Infantry  southeast  of  the  30IS  DS’LIIORS  and  established-  contact  with  the 
5®5th  Parachute  Infantry  on  the  right  and  325th  Glider  Infantry  on  the  loft. 

The  2d  Battalion .moved  into  reserve  positions  behind  the  3d  .Battalion,  and  the 
1st  Battalion  took  up  positions  behind  the  3d.  .Battalion,  505th  Parachute  Infantry. 
The  1st  Battalion  took  up  positions  in  the  roar  of  the  2d.'  On  29  June  thi>  1st 
Battalion  relieved  the  3d  Battalion.  505th  Parachute  Infantry  and  became  attached 
to  the  505th.  The  3d .Battalion  was  relieved  by  the  2d  Battalion,  507th -Parachute 
Infantry,  attached,  and.  moved,  into  the..  1st  Battalion’s  former  position  on  30 
July.  The  regiment  patrolled  actively  along  the  front  during  the  entire  period. 


82d  Airborne  Division  Artillery 

■The  319th  Glider  P ieldArtillery  Battalion  was  in  direct  support  of  the 
507th  Parachute  Infantry,  520th  Glider  Field  Artillery  Battalion  in  direct  sup¬ 
port  of  the  325th  Glider  Infantry,  456th  Parachute  -Field  Artillery 'Battalion  in 
direct  support  of  the  505th  and  508th  Parachute  Infantry  Regi-  ents.  The  37th 
Armored  and  188th  Field  Artillery  Battalions,  attached,  were  in  general  support. 
The  319th  Gli-sr  Field  Artillery  Battalion  was  placed • in  direct  support  of  the 
508th  Parachute  Infantry  on  24  June  and  the  456th  Parachute  Field  Artillery  Bat¬ 
talion  was  placed  in. direct  support  of  the  505th  Parachute  Infantry.  During  the 
remainder  of  the  period  support  missions  of  the  battalions  bore- not  changed  and 
Division  Artillery  continued  to  harass  and  interdict  enemy  troops  and  lines  of 
communication. 


80th  Airborne  Antiaircraft  Bet tali on 

Battery  A  ;.«s  placed,  in  support  of  the  505th  Parachute  Infantry.  Butt  ary  B 
supported  •  the  507th  Parachute  Infantry,  and  Bait ory  0  supported-  the  508th  Para- 
ichute  Infantry.  The  ii^. chine  wun  batteries,  D,  3,  and  F,  provided  antiaircraft 
protection  for-  the  ■  STISFl/ILLE  and  VINIEIP0NTAIF3  Bridges. 

307th  Airborne  En_inuor  Battalion 

Tiin  Battalion  during,  this  period  built  roads  through  the  BOIS  BE  LIi£)R3 , 
checked  the  Division  area  for  mines  and  booby  traps,  operated  water  points,  made 
ground  engineer  reconnaissance,  and  screened  the  STIENVILLE  -  3T.  JORSS  Road  to 
guard  against  observation  from  Kill  131  (125875).  The  bridges  at  ETIENVUXE  and 
VIKDFB’OFTAIKB  were  guarded  by  -  squads  from  •  Co»..puiiy  A. 

Attached  Troops 

The  87th  Armored  and  138th  -Fiwld  Artillery  Battalions  remained  attached  to 
Division  Artillery.'  Troop.  B,  4th  Cavalry  Reconnaissance  S'-uadron,  was  relieved 
from  attached  to'  the  Division  at  2314-35  June.  Company  A,  746th  Tank  Battalion, 
was  relieved  from  attachment  on  21- June-.  The  osist.  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion  was 
attached  on  30  Juno,  and  Co;*y-,ny  A,  607th  Ta.di-  Dostro.  er  Brtta.  ion,  remained  at¬ 
tached  during  the  period.  Company  B,.G7th  Chemical  Murtnr  Battalion,  was  relieved 
in  the  early  part  of  the  period. . ' 

D  PLUS.  25  TO  D  PLUS  So  —  1-2  JUDY  1944 

'The  Division  continued,  to  maintain  positions  in  the  ETIM71LLE  Bridgehead 
with  a  fron  gene. ally  along  ths  line  as  of  D  pi us '14.  Preparations  were  comple¬ 
ted-,  reorganization  affected,  and  new  troops  attached  for  the  attack  t.o-  the  west 
on  3  July.  The  Division  was  firmly  in  cpntact  with  ths  79th  Infantry  Division  on 
the  right  and  the'- 90th  Infantry  '  -Division  on  the  left.  An  advance  Division  Command 
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Post  was  opened  at  260895  at  033330  hours. 

325th  Glider  InfantrylReglaent 

The  regiment'. continued  to,  hold  positions.. southwest  of  LA  ERAHGUIilSIS 
(257875),  maintaining  .contact  with  the  508th  Parachute  Infantry  on  the  right  'and 
•507th  Parachute  Infantry  on  the  left.  The- 1st  Battalion  remained  on  the  right, 
2nd  Battalion  on  the  left  and  3d. Battalion  in  reserve, 

505th  Par  a  chut  e  Infantry' Begiment " 

The  regiment  continued’ to  hold  positions  in  the  BOIS  EE  LIMORS,  w ith  the 
•1st  Battalion,-  508th' Parachute  Infantry,  attached,  on -the  left,  the  1st  Batto- 
,lion  on  the  r.ightB  Patrolling  continued.  Contact-  was  -maintained- with-  -the_.79.th  . 
Infantry  p. vision  on  the'rigkt  and  the  508th  Parachute  Infantry  on -the  left.  . 

507th  P ar a.chut e  -  f  an  t  r  y  Regiment 

The  regiment  continued  to  hold  positions  in  the  vicinity  of  PRETOT,  main¬ 
taining'  contact  with  the... 90th  Infantry  3i vision  on  the  left  and  the -325th  Glider 
Infantry  on  the  right.  The  1st  Battalion  held  front  line  positions  with  the  3d 
Battalion  in  reserve.  The  2nd. Battalion .-remained  .attached  to  the  508th  Parachute 
•  Infantry*  . 

82d  Airborne  -Division  Artillery 

.Preparations  were  made  to  displace  and  support  the  attack  of  the  Division  • 
oh '3 .July*  The -319th  Glider  field  Artillery  Battalion  remained  in  direct  support 
of  the  508th -Parachute  Infantry,  the  320th  Glider  field  Aritllery  Battalion  in 
direct  support  of  the -325th  Gli'der  and  ,507th  parachute  Infantry  Regiments,  the 
456th  .Parachute  field  Artillery  Battalion. in  -direct  -  support  of  the  505th  Parar- 
'  chute  Infantry.-  The  87 tlv  Af?morod -field  Artillery  Bal'lalion,  less  Battery  B, 
were,. in  general  support.  Company  E>  86th- Chemical  Mortar  Battalion  (4*2  inch 
mortars),  was  placed  under  Division  Artillery  control  and  attached  to  the  505th 
■parachute  Infantry  .at  011600 -July,  . 

80th  Airborne  Antiaircraft  Battalion 

Batteries  A  and  1  were  attached  to  the  505th  Parachute  Infantry,  Battery  B 
to  the  507th  Parachute  Infantry  and  Battery  ,:C  to  the  ;508th  Parachute -Infantry  for 
.  the  3  July  attack. 

-  307th  Airborne  Engineer  Battalion  ■ 

.  Two  platoons  -of  Company  A  :were  attached -to  the  325th  Glider  Infantry.  One 
squad  of  Company  B  was  attached  to  the  507th  Parachute  Infantry,  and  two  squads 
from  Company  B  were  attached  to  .each  of  the  505  and  508  Parachute  Infantry  Begi- 
ment-s.  Squads' of  Company  A  guarding  the  Bridges  at  ETISMVILLE  and  VIHDEfOlTAIIIE 
were  relieved  by  Corps'  engineers  on  2  July. 

Attached  Troops 

-Company  A,  712th, Tank  Battalion,  attached  to. the  Division  011150  July,  moved 
.into  the  bridgehead  area  late  on- 2  July.  The  1st  Platoon  .was  attached  to  the 
507  th  Parachute  Infantry  and  the  2d  Platoon -.to  the  325th  Glider  Infantry.  The 
801st  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion  was  rslioved  from  attachment  on  1  July,  and  the* 
003d  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion  was  attached  on  010100  July,  Company  A,  607th  Tank 
Destroyer  Battalion,  remained  .attached.  Company  D,  86th  Chemical  Mortar •Battalion 
was  attached  at  011600  July,  placed  under  control  of  82nd  Division  Artillery  and 
later  attached  t|>  t&e  505th-. parachute  Infantry. 


D  PITTS  37  —  5  JULY  1944 

Tha  Division  attacked  despite  heavy  ijssfer-fall  at  0630  hours  after  days  o£ 
waitihg,  reorganization  and  preparation.  The  Divisions  mission  was  to  attack, 
seize  and  secure  Hill®  131  (195875)'  and  95  (188855)  and  the  high  ground  northeast 
of  LA  HAYS  DU  FUITS  known  as  the  LA  POTEBIE  DIDOS.  Hanked  by  the  79th  Infantry 
Division  on  the  right  and  the  90t.h  Infantry  Division  on  the  left,  the  82d  was -to 
he  pincheid  out' of  the' VIII  Corps  attack  and  was  to  assemble  and  await  further 
orders.  The  Division  attacked  according- to  plan,  with  the  505th  Parachute  Infan¬ 
try  on  the  right,  508th  Parachute  Infantry, in  th©  center  and:.325th  Glider  Infantry 
on  the  left.  The  2d- Battalion- 507th  Parachute  Infantry,  initially  covered  a  snail 
draw  between  the  325th  and  508tho  Stubborn  resistance  was  offered  Initially  by 
the  265th  and  353d  Geman  Infantry  Divisions  reinforced  by  OST  Battalions.  The 
enemy  had  nade  good  use  of 'the  11  day  delay  to  organize  an -elaborate  defense. 
However,  by  aggressive  action  the  Division  moved  ahead  to  seize  Hill  131  by  noon 
and  to  secure  the  eastern  edge  of  the  LA  POTEBIE  Bidge,  exclusive  of  the  town  of 
LA  POTEBIE  (221857)  by  dark,  fighting  was  sharp  and  severe  and  enemy  defensive 
positions  were  heavily  mined  and  booby  trapped.  Many  casualties  were  inflicted  ■ 
on  the  one£Q%  The  forward  Division  Command  Post  moved  to  AUVBAIBIE  (209887) • 

325th  Glider  Infantry  Begin ent 

■With  the  1st  Battalion  on  the  left  and  the  2d  Battalion,  on  .the  right,  the 
regiment-  jumped  off  at  0630  hours,  meeting  considerable  small  arms  and  mortar 
fire.  In.  the  vieinity  of  LA  IEAEGU3P.IE.  the  3d  Battalion  was.  committed  tempora¬ 
rily  to  close  a  gap  that  had  developed  between  the  2d  and  1st  Battalions  at  1000 
hours.  The  90th  Infantry  Division  on-  the  left  flank  was  held  up,  leaving  the 
flank  exposed  and  under  pressure.  By  1600  hours -the  325th  had  reached  the  town  of 
EADDEMEB  (240868).  At  1550  hours  the  regimental  objective  was  changed  from.  Hill 
95  to  the  eastern  edge  of  the  LA  POTEBIE- Bidge  to  - include  the  town  of  LA  POTEEIE. 
The  2d  and  1st  Battalions  continued  to  -attack  towards  the  town,  but  increasing 
enemy  opposition  prevented  the  capture  of  the  town  , by  nightfall.  The  3d  Battalion 
was.  again  placed  in  the  lino,  and  the  regiment  dug  in  preparatory  to  attacking 
and  seizing  LA  POTEBIE  the  following  day. 

505th  Parachute  Infantry  Begiment 

The  regiment  attacked  at  0630  hours  initially  with  the  1st  and  2d  Battalions 
in  column,  the  2d  Battalion  leading.  Pas-sing  the  creek  lino  at  VA3EUGUE3EC,  the 
2d  Battalion  seized  DUPIHEBIE  Bidge  (north  of  Hill  131)  by  083Q  hours  and  resumed 
the  attack  at  10l5  hours  with  the  1st  Battalion  abreast  and  on  the  righto  These 
two  battalions,  by  bold  advances,  secured  the  north  slope  of  Kill  .131  and  the  ST. 
SAUVEUB  LE  VI COMTE  ~  LA  HAYS  DU  PUITS.  Highway  by  1225  hours'  despite  heavy  enomy 
artillery ' fire,  nines,  and  booby  traps.  The  3d  3attalion  followed,  the  assault 
battalions  to  nop  up  by-passed  pockets  of  resistance.  The  regimental  zone  was  en¬ 
larged  at  1550  hours  to  include  all  of  Hill  131.  Tfc©  Bd  Battfalien  moved  into 
position  through  the  2d  and  into  the  508th  Parachute  Infantry^  area -on  the  south¬ 
ern  slope  of  Hill  131,  The  regiment  dug  in  by  the  end  of  the  day  along  a  line 
from  LA  SiHGSUBIEHE  south  to  LES  POULAHD  and  then  to  a  function  with  the  508th 
Parachute  Infantry  at  3LAUCHELAHD3.  Preparations  were  made  to  continue  the  attack 
on  4  July.' 

507th  Parachute  Infantry  Begin ent 

The  2d  Battalion,  under  regimental  control,  attacked  at  0630  hours,,  flanked 
on -  the  left  and  right  by  the  52  5th  Glider  and  500th  Parachute  Infantry  Begiments, 
respectively.  The  Battalion  cleared  all. enemy  from  its  area  and  reached  its  ob¬ 
jective,  LA  EAUVEBIE  (233869) by  1700.  Preparations  wore  then  nade  to  attack, to 
the.  south  the.  noxt -  day.  Other  units  of  the  regiment  remained  in  Division  reserve 
south  of  ViNDSEOETAIKE  and  prepared  to  follow  the  advance  of  the  325th  Glider  In¬ 
fantry  on  Division  orders  The  regimont  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  LA  DBAEGUEEIS  at 


1650.-  The  1st  Battalion  followed  and  maintained  contact  with  the  325th  Glider 
Infantry,  and  the  3d  Dattalioh  protected  the  Division  left  flank  to  the  left  rear 
of  the  1st  Battalion', 

506th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment  .  .  .  " 

With  the  2d  Battalion  on  the.  right  .and  the  3d  Battalion  on  the  left,  the 
regiment  attacked  at  0630  hours,  passing  through  the  1st  Battalion's  positions.  . 
The  high  ground  "between  ■  VAREH GUEB ID 0  and  LA.  DAUDSRIE  was  secured  by  0900  hours* 
and  the  1st'  Battalion  moved  into  reserve  in  the  vicinity  of  LA  CO TELL ERIE.  The 
2d  Battalion  reached  the  .southern  slope  of  HiilH31  by  1145  hours  and  was  joined 
by  the  3d  Battalion  by  1600  hours.  The  regiment  moved  south  at  2000  hours- to ■ oc¬ 
cupy  a  zone  in  the  vicinity  of  3LAKCHSLANDB,  dug  in  and  prepared  to  attack  south, 
towards  the  LA  POTERIE-  nidge.  Enemy  opposition  was  moderate  heavy  during,  the 
action.  Extensive  minefields  wore  encountered. 

82d  Airborne'  Division  Artillery 

AL1  battalions  fired  a  preparation  tc  precede  the  Division's  attack,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  entire  action  the . battalions  fired  harassing,  interdiction  and  counter- 
battery  fires  with  telling  effect  despite  inclement  weather  which  precluded  ac¬ 
curate  observation.  Reconnaissance  was  made  to  di.sp3®£s?  battalions  into  more 
favorable  positions  closer  to  the  advancing  infantry.  A  total  7,727  rounds  were 
fired  during  the  period. 

Attached  Uroops 

One  Platoon  of  Company  A*  712th  Tank  Battalion,  supported  the  325th  Glider 
Inf, entry  during  its  attack  near  LA  ERAH’G'UERIE  and  another  Platoon  supported  the 
2d  Battalion,  ■  507th  Parachute  Infantry  in  clearing  its--  aonoi and-  then .  we&tyihtb 
positions  near  LA  FAOTRERIE  commanding  observation  of  the  LA  POTERIE  - . PRETOT 
Highway'.  At  1315  one  Platoon  of-  Company  A,  803d  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion*  moved, 
to  "support  the  2d  Battalion,  508th  Parachute  Infantry.  .  Company  D,  86th  Chemical 
Mortar  Battalion,  was  relieved  from  attachments  the  505th  Parachute  Infantry  at 
1920  hours  and  was  attached  to  the  325th  Glider  Infantry. 

•  D  PLUS  28  —  4  JULY  1944- 

'  The  Division  resumed  its  attack  at  0800  and  by  the  end' of  the  "day  had  secured 
Hill  95  and  the  lA  POTERIE  Ridge  against. a  determined  enemy.  Many  severe  counter¬ 
attacks  were  driven  back  and' any  ground  lost  as  a  result  of  the  counter  thrusts 
was  retaken.  More  than'  500  enemy  killed  and  more  than  700  taken  prisoner  in  the. 
bitter  fighting.  ■  ' 

325th  Glider  Infantry  Regiment  ■ 

The  1st  and  3d  Battalions  resumed  the  attack  against,  the.  town  of  LA  POTERIE. 
at  0800  hours  and  secured  it  by  1250  hours.  The  2d  Battalion  remained  in  reserve. 
After  passing  through  LA  POTERIE'  the  regiment  occupied. defensive  positions'  within 
its  . sector  and  established  contact  with'  the  90th  Infantry  Division  on  the  82d  Air¬ 
borne  Division's  left  flank.' 

505th'  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment  , 

The  1st  and  3d  Battalions  attacked  at  0800  to'  seize  the  northern  slope  of  Kill 
95  and  secured  this  objective  by.  1150  hours,  firm  contact  was  made  with  adjacent 
units.  '  Contact  with  the  3d  Battalion,.- 314th  Infantry,  7Sth  Infantry  Division,  on 
the  right,  was  made  at  2100  hours.  ' 

507th 'Parachute  Infantry  Regiment' 

'  The  2d  Battalion  reverted  to  regimental  control  and  moved  at ‘noon  . to  the 
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breakthrough  position  in  the, vicinity  of  BLAU  CHELAT'D.  The  3d  Battalion  moved 
into  an  assonbly  area  north. of;  £a’?0T33P  and  attacked  attS015  hours  through  the 
508th  Parachute  infantry' to  soi^e  the  western "hill  mass  at  2108  50  on  LA  P0T3RI3- ' 
Ridge.  The  3d  Battalion'  reached',  the  hill  and  was  consolidating  positions  and 
establishing  contact  with  adjacent  units  by  2400  hours.  The  2d  Battalion  attack¬ 
ed  at  2200  hours  between  ,the..2d,and  3d  Battalions-  500th  Parachute  Infantry*  and 
pushed  up  to  the.  center  hill  mass  of  LA  P0T3BIB  fridge.  directly  east  of  Kill  95. 
This  Battalion ,cir at eci. "the  hill  in  the'  darkness  against  considerable  snail  arms 
and  artillery  fire  and  prepared'  to  seize  it  completely  before  daylight.  The-  1st 
Battalion*  meanwhile,  remained  in  position  to-  the  rear  of  the  326th  Glider  Infan¬ 
try  along  the  Division* s  right ' flank. 

,508th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

At  0800  the  .Regiment  attacked  south  against  Hill  95  and  the  LA  POTERIE  Ridge. 
The  2d  Battalion,  pas  sing  through  elements  of  the  505th  Parachute  Infantry, 
seized  Hill  95  at  1220.  Enemy  resistance  was  particularly  strong  and  losses  wore 
heavy  on  both  sides.  An  enemy  counterattack  at  1400  hours  forced. the.  2d  Bat-thA 
lion  back  but  it  retook  the  position  by  2400  hours  despite  considerable  artillery 
and  small  arms'  fire.  The.  3d  and  1st  Battalions  attacked  at  0800  cnt.the  left  of 
the  regimental  zone.  Heavy  concentrations  of  mortar,  artillery  and  small  arms 
fire  pinned  the  units  down  along  the  general  line  running  due  west  from  the  town 
of  LA  POTERIE  and  all  attempts  to  reach  the  objective  were  repulsed  during  the 
day.  The  2d  Battalion,  507th  Parachute  Infantry,  moved  into  position  between  the 
2d  and  3d  Battalions  and  launched  an  attack  against  the  3d  Battalion*  s  objective 
at  22C0.  The  3d  Battalion,  507th,  passed  through  elements  of  the  1st  and  3d 
Battalions  in  its  attack  at  2015  hours  on  the  eastern  edge  and  northern  slopes  of 
.LA- POTERIE  nidgo.  . 

82d  Airborne  Division  Artillery 

■Reinforced  by  eight  battalions  of  VIII  Corps  artillery,  the  battalions  of. 
Division  Artillery  fired  numerous  concentrations  in  support  of  the  infantry  ad¬ 
vance  .and  succeeded. in  breaking  up  enemy  counterattacks  in  the  vicinity  of  Hill 
95  and  along  the  LA  POTERIE  Ridge.  '  .  * 

Attached  Troops 

Company  D,  86th  Chemical  >ior tar  Battalion,  was  relieved  from  attachment  to 
.tho  .Division  at  2300  hours.  Company  A,  607th  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion,  was  re¬ 
lieved  at  1115  hours,  One  platoon  of  tanks  from  Company  A,  712th  Tank  Battalion, 
was  relieved- from  the  325th  Glider  Infantry  and  supported  the  508th  Parachute  In¬ 
fantry  in  repulsing  counterattacks  in  that  sector.  Guns  from  the  803d  Tank  Des¬ 
troyer- Battalion  were  placed  on. the  south  slope  of  Hill  131  to  maintain  firo  on 
the  woods  south  and  west  of  the  508th  Parachute  Infantry  front, 

g  PLUS  39  —  5  JULY  1944 

Tho  Division  secured  all  of  the  area  within  its  zone  of  action,  mopping  up 
all  remaining  pockets  of  enemy  resistance,  consolidating  defensive  positions  and 
maintaining  contact  with  the  adjacent  units  in  their  advance  to  pinch  off  the 
Division.  Corps  orders  restrained  the  Division  from  further  advances.  Defensive 
positions  were  established  along  the  general  line  from  Hill  131  south  along  the 
-  ST.  SAUVBIO  13  VI COMTE- -  LA  HATE  DU  PUITS  Highway  to  the  southern  slopes  of  Hill 
95  and  thence  -along  the  southern  slope  of  the  LA  P0T3RIE  Ridge. 

325th  Glider  Infantry  Regiment 

The  regiment  established  a  defensive  line  on  the  forward  slopes  of  the  LA 
P0T2RIE-  Ridge  with  tho  3d  Battalion,  507th  Parachute  Infantry,  attached,  on  tho 
regiment  *  s  right  flank.  Contact  v/as  maintained  with  the  advancing  90th  Infantry 


Division  on  the  left. 

505th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

The  regiment  maintained  defensive  positions  on  the  reverse  slope  of  Hill  '95 
and  from  that  point  north  to  tie  "base  of  Hill  131..,  Contact;  wa-s  maintained  with 
the  79th  Infantry  Division  on  the  right  and  the  508 bh  Parachute  Infantry. 

507th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

The  2d  Battalion  continued  fighting  to  secure  the  westernmost  hil'l  of  the 
LA  POTERIE  Ridge  due  east  from  Hill  95.  '  ?his  ridge  was  under  control  at  0700 
hours.  During  the  'remainder  of  the  day  this  batt aLion  filled  or  destroyed  all 
enemy  within  its  area,  ’established'  contact  with  adjacent  units  and  strengthened 
positions.  The  3d  Battalion  secured  the  east'ermost  hill  of  the  LA  ?0 ESSIE 
Ridge  and  was  attached  to  the  325th  Glider  Infantry  after  having  established  con¬ 
tact.  The  1st  Battalion  remained  in  reserve. 

508th  Parachute  Infantry  Rogimhnt  , 

The  1st  Battalion  moved  into  reserve  positions  in  the  .vicinity  of  BLAHCKE- 
LhHIE.  The  2d  Battalion  cleared  enemy  from  the  forward  slopes  of  Hill  ,131  and 
maintained  contact  with  the  505th  Parachute  Infantry.  The  3d' Battalion,  in  the  • 
Renter  of  LA  POSSESS  Badge,  established  defensive  positions  between  the  2d  Bat¬ 
talion,  50.7th,  and  the  2d  Battalion  on  Pill  131.  The  regiment  suffered  from 
enemy’ concentrations  of  artillery  fire.  All  enemy  were  cleared  from  the  regimen¬ 
tal  . sector, 

&  •  . 

82d  Airborne  Division  Artillery 

'r-  p'  *;  ' 

fill  battalions  assisted  in. breaking  up  enemy  count er at t'aclcs,  particularjyrin 
the  507th  Parachute  Infantry  area*  She  456th  Parachute  Pield  Artillery  Battalion 
was  ordered  to  reinforce  fires  .of  the  319th  Glider  Pield  Artillery  Battalion  which 
was;  still  in  direct  support  of  the  508th  Parachute  Infantry.  Ammunition  expended 
during  the  day  totalled  2,733  rounds.  - 

D  PLUS  30  QB  P  PLUS  51  -  6-7  JULY  1944 

The  Division  maintained  and  strengthened  defensive  positions,  drove  out  ail 
attempts  by  the  enemy  to  infiltrate  patrols  through  the  sector,  and  maintained 
contact  with  the  79th  Infantry  Division  on  the  right  and  the  90th  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion  on  the  l.eft.  The  2d  Battalion,  325th  Glider  Infantry,  moved  into  position 
between  .the  2d  and  .3d  Battalions,  507th  Parachute  Infantry.  The  505th  Parachut e 
Infantry  sector  was  enlarged  to  include  the  eastern  slopes  of  Hill  95,’  and,  with 
2d  Battalion,  508th  Parachute , Infantry,  attached,  cleared  the  area  of  Infiltr ac¬ 
ting  enemy  patrols.  At  070800  July  the  Division  regrouped  its  forces,  placing' 
325th  Glider  and  508th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiments  in  reserve  and  Haloing  ‘505th 
and  507th  Parachute  Infantry  Regiments'  responsible  for  the  right  and  left  portion; 
■respectively,  of  the  Division’s  front  lines. 

S  PLUS  32  TO  D  PLUS  55  —  8-11  JULY  1944 

The  Division  reverted  to  Corps  reserve  and  was.  relieved  of  all  attachments. 
The  8th  Infantry  Division  passed  through. the  Division’s  positions  to  continue  the 
attack  to  the  south  on  8  July,  D  plus .,32,”.  The  Division. .ass: enbled  and  on  11  July 
withdrew  into.  Hirst  A^ny  reserve.  It  then  moved. 'to..  Utah  Beach  preparatory  to  its 
return  to  base  pomps  in  EKGLAHD. 

Upon  returning  to  base  camps  the  division  immediately  began  on  intensive 
training  program.  The  division  had.  not  received  reinforcements  in  prance  and  the 
Infantry  losses  wore  particularly,  heavy,  one' company,,  coming  out  of  the  lines  with 
a  strength  of  only  sixteen  officers  and' enlisted  men. 
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Hefitting  also  occupied  much  of  the  tine;  however,  by  nid- August  this  pha.se 
had  been  accomplished  and  training  dominated  the  activities,  Ono  phase  of  the 
training  included  tosts  to  detornino  the  possibilities  of  employing  heavy  bombers 
in  air  landing  operations.  Both  the  IKL7  and  B-24  vrere  used  in  these  tests* 

Major  General  MATTHEW  B.  HI5QWAT  left  the  Division  to  become  Commanding 
General  of  XVIII  Corps  (Aii’borne),  and  Brigadier  General  JAMES  M,  UAlife  assumed 
command  of  the  G2d  Airborne  Division, 

As  the  month  of  August  ended  the  Division  was  moving  to  takeoff;  airfields  in 
the  British  Midlands  in  preparation  for  a  mission  in  BELGIUM  that  was  cancelled 
less  than  24  hours  prior  to  scheduled  takeoff  time.  The  Division’s  next  mission 
began  17  September  when  it  jumped  and'  glided  into  the  ITIJiffiGSH-GElAVE-GDDESBEBIC 
area  of  the  lETHEBLAEDS. 


82D  AIRBORNE  DIVISION 
ACTION  VI  NQgJLfiNTY,  TRANCE 
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AMEX  m.  1  A  TO 
ACCOMPANY  HI  SIORI  GAL 
HARRATIVE  FOR  EORM*1l'rr 


COMMAND  AKD  SgAgY  ajj|5  THE  S3D  AIRBORDE  DIVISION1  3 
PARTICIPATION  IE  TH  HQ3^iAHEY~~G-AS?AI GT 


Commanding  Genornl 
Assistant  Commanding  General 
Assistant  Commanding  General 


Major  General  MATTHEW  3.  3  IDGWAY 
Brigadier  General  JAMES  M.  GAVIK 
Brigadier  General  GEORGS  P,  HOWELI 


226  Glider  Infantry  Regiment 

504  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

505  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 
507  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 


508  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 
82nd  Airborne  'Division  Artillery 


Colonel  HARRY  L.  LEWI S 
Colonel  REUBEN  H.  ■  TUCKER  ■ 

Colonel  WILLIAM  E.  SEMAK  ' 

(Colonel  GEORGS  V.  MILLET  (  Japtured  by  enemy  c 

nr  about  8  June  194 
(Lieutenant  Colonel  ARTHUR  ,  t.  MALONEY  (Prom  o/ 

8  June 

(Colonel  EDSOil  D  RAPP  (Prom  15  June  194-1) 
Colonel  ROY  S'LIUDQUIST 
Colonel  FRAN CIS  A.  MARCH 

319  Glider  pield  Artillery  Battalion  Lieutenant  Colonel  JAMES  i.  TODD 

320  Glider  field  Artillery  Battalion  Lieutenant  Colonel  PLUL  S1  WRI GHT 

376  Parachute  Pield  Artillery  j 

Battalion  Lieutenant  Colonel  WILBUR  II.  GRIPPITK 
456  Parachute  Pield  Artillery  j 

Battalion  Lieutenant  Colonel  WASTER  V.  D'ALESSIO 

80  Airborne  Antiaircraft  Battalion  Lieutenant  Colonel  RAYMOND  J E.  SINGLETON 
307  Airborne  Engineer  Battalion  (Lieutenant  Colonel  ROBERT  !.  PALMER  (Captured 
(Loss  C  Company)*  by  enemy  on  or  about  5  Juno  1944) 

(Major  EEVTIJ  A«  BEDELL  (Proii  8  Juno  1944) 

307  Airborne  Medical  Company  (Major  WILLIAM  H.  HOUSTON  (] filled  6  June  L944) 

(Major  JERRY  J.  B ELDER  (from  6  June  1944) 

407  Airborne  Quatermaster  Company  Captain  SAMUEL  H.  MAYS 
782  Airborno  Ordnonco  Maintenance 

Company  Captain  J3PP  .DAVIS,  JR. 

82nd  Airborno  Division  Headquarters 

Company  Captain  GEORGE  J.  CLAUS  SELT  1 

82d  Airborne  Signal  Company  '  First  Lieuteniint'  ROBERT  3.  NERF 

82d  Airborno  Reconnaissance  platoon  First  Lieutenant  JOSEPH  V.  j DUMA SI 

82d  Airborne -Military  Police  Platoon  Major  FREDERICK-  G.  MC  COTLNUM 
82d  Parachute.  Maintenance  Company  Captain  JAMES  E.  GRIFFIN 
(Provisional) 

STAFF.  ! 

(Colonel  RALPH  p.  33ATON  (injured  in  glider  c 

j  6  June  1944) 

( Colonel  EDSON  D. -RAFF  (Acting  8-15  June)  •' 
(Lieutenant  Colonel  R03EMT  H.  WIENECKE 
(Acting  15  Jine  — 11  July) 

(  Lieutenant.  Colonel  FREDERICK  M.  SCHELLHAMT 


Chief  of  Staff 


AG  c  f  S«  G-l 

"  of  !;  S=§ 


AC.  of  St  G-4 


(Mlu^enan^  So  ion  el  ^f^ECKE 

(Lieutenant  Colonel  WaLTEM  P,  WINTON  (Acting 

15-19  June*  5-11  July) 

(Lieutenant  Colonel  HEMET  E.  ADAMS  (Acting  3 

i  June  -  5  July) 

(Lieutenant  Colonel  BENNIE  A.  ZIHN  (Wounded  7 

■  i  June  1944) 

(Lieutenant  Colonel  FRAME  W.  MOORMAN  (Prom  7 

Juno  19443 


Inspector  'General 
Signal  Officsr 


Lieutenant  Colonel  CHARLES  M.  BARRETT 
(Lieutenant  Colonel. . ERASE  W.  MCORMAH 
(Captain  R03ERT  E.  EURMAH  (Acting  iron 

7  June) 


Adjutant  General 
Judge  Advocate 
Surgeon. 


Finance  Officer 

Chaplain 

Ordnance  Officer 


Quarternaster  Officer 
Headquarters  Conn an  dan t 
Provost  Marshall, 

Special  Service  Officer 
Military  Governnent  Offi-cer 


Lieutenant  Colonel  RAYMOND  M.  3RITT0K 
Lieutenant  Colonel  CASIMIH  Da  MOSS 
(Li  outenant  Colonel  WDI'JOTT  L>  ETIHSEB 
(bounded  6  Jane  1944) 

(Major  WILLIAM  0.  LIUDSTROM  (Acting  from 

7  June  o944) 

Lieutenant  Colonel  WIIjLIAM  E»  SDEMSC/H 
Lieutenant  Colonel  GEORGE  L.  RIDDLE 
(Lieutenant  Colonel  JOSHUA  A»  EDTELB 
('Wounded  7  June  1944) 

(Captain  WILLIAM  3.  MC  GUISE  (Acting  fron 

•7  June  1944) 

Lieutenant  Colonel  JOHH  M.  MOHRMAH 
.  Major  DDE  C„  FAITH 
Major  ESJUhSAGK’  G.  MC  COLLUM 
Captain 'SOI® I CH  H.  OTTO 
Captain  PALER  SHOD  VALORS’ 


MOTES:  * During  1T0EMAMDY  Operation  remained  in  "base  carps'  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 


ANNEX  NO,  IB  TO 
ACCOMPANY  HISTORICAL 
NARRATIVE  EOR  NORMANDY 


TROOP  LIST 
ORGANIC* 


Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company,  C 2d  Airborne  Division 
Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company,  2d  Airborne  Brigade 
Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Battery,  82d  Airborne  Division  Art! 
325tQlider  Infantry  Regiment 

504  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment* 

505  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 
507  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 
SOS  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment 

319  Glider  Field  Artillery  Battalion 

320  Glider  Field  Artillery  Battalion 
376  Parachute  Field  Artillery  Battalion* 

456  Parachute  Field  Artillery  Battalion 
80  Airborne  Ant I -Aircraft  Battalion^ 

307  Airborne  Engineer  Battalion 
307  Airborne  Medical  Company 
■407  Airborne  Quartermaster  Company 
782  Airborne  Ordnance  Maintenance  Company 
82  Airborne  Signal  Company  ' 

82  Airborne  Military  Police  Platoon 
82  Airborne  Reconnaissance  Platoon  (Provisional) 

82  Airborne  Parachute  Maintenance  Company  (Provisional) 


UNIT, 


ATTACHED 


DATES 


C  Company,  746  Tank  Battalion  1  June  - 

A  Company,  746  Tank  Battalion  13  June  — 

A  Company,  712  Tank  Battalion  1  July  - 

C  Company,  869  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion  1  June  — 

A  Company,  .  607  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion  19  June  — 

801  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion  ”  30  June  — 

803  Tajuk  Destroyer  Battalion  1  July  — 

B  Troop,  4  Cavalry  Reconnaissance  Squadron  1  June  — 

87  Armored  Field  Artillery  Battalion  1  June  — 

188  Field  Artillery  Battalion  12  June  — 

172  Field  Artillery  Battalion  16  Juno 

D  Company,  86  Chemical  Mortar  Battalion  X  July  — 

B  Company,'  87  Chemical  Mortar  Battalion  15  June  &- 

3809.  Quartermaster  Truck  Comapny 
3810  Quartermaster  Truck  Company 
1- Platoon,  464  Ambulance  Company,  31  Medical  Group 
493  Collecting  Company,  179  Medical  Battalion 
374  Collecting  Company,  50  Medical  Battalion 
429  Litter  Bearer  Platoon 
591  Collecting  Company 

1st  Platoon,  603  Quartermaster  Graves  Registration  Company 


•11  June 
21  June 
July 
19  June 
'4  July 
July 
July 
•23  June 
8  June, 
•  8  July 
19  June 
4  July 
21  June 


-  8 


1 

8 


14  June 
'8  July 


NOTE:  *504  Parachute  Infantry  Regiment,  376  Parachute  Field  Artillery 

Battalion,  and  C  Company,  307  Airborne  Engineer  Battalion  remain¬ 
ed  in  base  camps,  United  &inCJdpm  after  returing  from  AN740,  ITALY 


lie 


ANNEX  1  C  TO— 
ACCOMPANY  HISTORICAL  •  ■ 
NARRATIVE  FOR  NORMANDY 


CONSOLIDATED  LIST  OF  AIRCRAFT)  PERSONNEL  AND  MAJOR 
EQ,IJIRi,:k^T~OF  FORCES  "A” .  "B"  .AND  ,VC" 


-FORCE  n  AH '  ( PARACHUTE^ 


WIT 

do 

PERSONNEL 

GUIS 

Biv  Hq,  82d  Abn 

9 

105 

- 

508th  Frcht  Inf 

117 

1994 

507th  Frcht  Inf 

117 

2004 

505th  Frcht  Inf 

117 

2095 

2  75mm  Pack 

How 

307th  Abn  Engr  3n 

9 

144 

82d  Abn  p/F  Grps 

9 

54 

:  TOTAL 

370 

6396 

FORCE 

»  (GLIDER} 

WIT 

a/c 

PERSONNEL  GUNS 

TRXS  1/4T 

TLRS 

M/C 

DiV'Hq,  82d  Abn  DLv 

19 

185 

12 

9 

4 

82d  Abn  Ren.  Plat 

13 

49 

.9 

4 

82d  Abn  EIv  Arty- 

11  ..  • 

50 

4 

3 

82  d  Abu  Si  g  Co 

13 

82 

7 

4 

5’ 

80  th  Abn  AA  Un" 

57 

228  24  5?nm  A® 

27 

15 

307 th  Abn  Med  Co 

20 

144. 

18 

14 

307th  Abn  Engr  An 

10 

99  ' 

'  5 

3 

319  th  G1  FA  3n  *'• 

40 

362  12  75mm  How. 

32 

17 

320th  Gl  FA  In 

54 

343  12-  105Bm-  How 

30 

20 

32.5th  Gl  Inf 

129 

1041  9  57nn  AT 

28.  '  . 

15 

2d  3n*  401st  Gl  Inf 

43 

459 

6 

5 

Cond  Vehs,  505,’  507, 
508  Frcht  Infs- 

15 

24 

13 

• 

ASP 

4  ' 

5 

2  ' 

_  _  | 

'  TOTAL 

‘*'s 

428 

3871 

193 

105 

13 

UNIT 

PERS¬ 

ONNEL 

2|T 

THK 

IT 

TBS 

l'|T 

TP.K 

3/4T 

W/C 

2|T  75mm 
PUMP  HOW 

3/4T 

MB 

1/4T 

TEH 

l/4T 

TRL 

82;d  Ahn  Div  Hq 

70 

1 

e 

r 

h  ' 

605th  Prcht  Inf 

83 

507th  Prcht  Inf 

7B 

508th  preht  Inf 

64 

325tih  Gl  Inf 

77 

9 

2 

Hq  &  Hq  Btry, 

82 d  Ahn  Div  Arty 

19 

~  3  • 

3 

1 

319  th  Gl  P£  Bn 

47 

H 

3  , 

13 

320th  Gl  PA;  Bn 

•  50 

3 

3 

12 

1 

456th, Prcht  PA  Bn 

471' 

15 

15 

18 

10 

27 

18 

80th  Aon  AA  Bn, 

Bn  Hq  &  Med  Det 

258 

24 

(36  50, 

-cal.AA  mg) 

12 

6 

307th  Ahn  Engr  Bn 

65 

2 

2 

4  ■ 

82d  Ahn  Sig  Co 

17 

1 

1 

1 

- 

307th  Ahn  Me.d  Cc  . 

26  ■ 

1(1120-) 

5 

8 

87d  Ahn  Ord  Maint 

Co 

68 

6 

3 

3 

3 

,407th  Ahn  QM  Co 

.  '  59 

1 

3 

3 

83d  Ahn  MP.Plat 

30 

’  1 

3 

3 

3809  QM  Trk  Co 

'  115 

53 

3 

3810  0M  Trk  Co 

115 

53 

3 

TOTALS 

1712  ‘ 

140 

37 

60 

•34 

■4  10 

8 

56 

33 

FORCE  "B" 

'  3871 

PORCE  "A" 

_gpq.fi 

total.  ' 

11,979 

^Remained  attached  during  operation. 


ANNEX!  1  D  TO  . 
ACCOMPANY  HISTORICAL 
NARRATIVE  EOR  NORMANDY 


CASUALTIES 

,1,  82D  AIRBORNE  DIVISION  CASUALTIES: 

a,  Recapitulation  — - 


NUMBER 

PER  CENT 

*  Cbmmitted  Strength 

11,770 

100 .7  00 

Total  Casualties 

5,436 

46,18 

Killed  in  action  or 

died  cf  wounds 

1,142 

9,70 

Wounded 

2 , 373 

20,16- 

•Missing  or  known 

captured 

840 

7!,13 

Evacuated  Side 

377 

3*20 

Evacuated  Injured 
♦Organic  Troops  Only 

704 

5,98 

Casualties  from,  parachute  drops 

and  glider  landings: 

-  See  Annex 

1  D  (1). 

c*  Consolidated  casualty  reports  by  units:  See  Annex  No.  1  D  (2). 

/ 

d,  Analysis  of  Officer  'Casualties:  See  Annex  No.  1  D  (3)  . 

NOTE:  The  tabulation  shown  in  this  annex  was  prepared  on  information  available  as 
326  July  1944  and  therefore  is  somewhat  incomplete  in  respect  to  final  adjusted 
figures.  It  does,  however,  give  a  reliable  indication  of  casualties  among  officers 
of  the  Division, 

e.  Amlysis  of  easultieg  by  branch;-  See  Annex  No.  1  D  (4), 

NOTE:  The  tabulation  shown  in  this  annex  was  prepared  on  information  available  as 
of  26  July  1944  and  therefore  is '-somewhat  incomplete,  in  respect  to  final  adjusted 
figures.  It  does,  howevpr,  give  a  reliable  indication  of  casualties  by  branch  of 
service* 

2.  ENEMY  CASUALTIES: 

a.  Personnel  —  ■ 

(1)  Estimated  killed  in  #ajor  battles  only  — -  1,500 

(2)  Captured  —  2,156 

(3)  During  its  Campaign  in  BORMANDT  the  82d  Airborne  Division  was 
engaged  with  all  or  major  portions  of  five  different  enemy  divi¬ 
sions,  including  the  91st,  243d,  77th,  265th  and  353d,  It  is 
estimated  that  the  91st  and  265th  Divisions  were  virtually  des¬ 
troyed  as  effective  fighting  unit's, 

b.  Materiel-:  The  return  of  the  Division  to  the'  United  Kingdom  prevd 

ed  a  thorough  search  of  territory  gained  during  the  period  3-8  July  1944.  Hd^ever 
a  summary  of  enemy  materiel  known  captured  or, destroyed  by  the  82d  Airbornej^jVi:gi!. 
in  NORMANDY  is  as  follows:  1  -  ■  '  *  Ji  m 

Tanks,  all  types  62 

Light  Reconnaissance  Vehicles  2 


Anti-tank  guns  (all  calibers)  24 

Aii:ti— aircraft  guns  ( all  calibers)  14 

Self-propelled'  guns  (all  calibers)  3 

Artillery  field  pieces  (all  types)  3 


A mss.  NO.  1  D  (1)  TO 
ACCOLIP ANY  III  310 HI  CAL 
NABRaTIVE  FOB  NOaKAEDT 


CASUALTIES  RESULTING  FgOK  PARACHUTE  DROPS 

•  'aid  glidia  juaidiigs 

Following  is  a  report  of  an  official  investigation  conducted  "by  the 
Division  Inspector  General  and  submitted  to  the  Division  Commander  25  July 
1944: 


In  compliance  with  your  directive  dated  13  July  1944  the  following  data 
is  submitted  for  your  information: 

a.  .  Dispersion:.  See  annexes  4  and  5 


b.  Landings:  6396  paratroopers-  dropped. 

(1)  Casualties; 

IiO  . 

Known  droned  as  a  result  of  the  drop  36 

Paratroopers  abandoned  to  the  enemy  as  a  result  of 

jump  injuries  63 

Injured  in  jumping  and  evacuated  by  friendly  forces  173 

(3)  One  complete  stijclP  froffl7dho;-607th  is  still  missing. 


.98 

2.7 


(3)  No  sticks  were  destroyed  completely  by  loss  of  aircraft  before 
jumping.  • 


(4)  Out  of  237  CG-4A’  s  and  187  Hors  as  used,  five  (5)  CG-dA's  are 
still  unaccounted  for.  These  five  (5)  0G-*4a1s  were  cut  loose 
shortly  after  making  a  landfall  on  the  west  coast  of, the 
peninsula  and  are  all  from  the- 80th  AA  Battalion.  Two  are 
reported  to  have  been  the  result  of  tow  ropes  severed  by  AA 
fire.. 


(5) 

Casualties  in  glider 

serials: 

DAYLIGHT 

DARKNESS 

Total 

carried 

2976 

957 

10.  <fo 

10.  i  ' 

KIA 

38  1.35 

23  2.4 

.  HI  A 

'  204  '  7.29 

118  12.2 

KIA 

0  0. 

14  ‘  1.46 

(6) 

.The  percentage  chanc 

e  of  becoming  a 

casualty:. 

DAYLIGHT 

DARKNESS 

Hor  sas 

10.5 f. 

16.24 

CG-4A 

5.fl# 

10.7# 

(7) 

The  following  .equipmj 

m t  was  unserviceable  due  to  landings: 

Si  j]  a*  Jj  } 

-•  i  u  A-  .ii  D  . 

JEEPS- 

THAI  LEDS  GUI: 

'S 

NO.  10.  CARRIED 

10.  £  10. 

'CASHED  10.-  &  10. 

CARRIED 

Daylight 

Eor sas 

5.  v  12.1  41 

3  9.3 

32  2  25 

8 

CG-4-A  'I 

4  20.  70 

5  20., 

25  2  22.2 

9 

_ _ J23P.S  ;  .  jrailsrs  GUItS _ . 

;  i~0.  ■■  _ja  i'O,.-  CARP.I3D  -  1:0.  -V  110.  CARRISD  HOV  6  .HO.  CARRIED 

Darkness 

Horsas-  •  19  "31. 6  60  '  11  •  .28.  39  7  58.  12 

CG-4A  '  11  .  47.8  23  1  20.  5  7  25.  28 

(8)  There  was.  one  known  case  .occurred  of  tow. rope  breaking  during 
flight.  This  was  -.a  C.G-4A.  ;  “ 

(9)  There  are  no  known  cases  of  gli dor s-pulling  loose  in  flight  during 
/  "  ■  or.  after  take-off... 


!s/t/  C.F./BAKRSTT,  JR., 
It  .  Col  .  )  I  GDj  ■ 

■  Inspector  General. 


HOTS:  There  are  minor  discrepancies  between  this  report  and  annexes  1  C 
and  3  in  respect  ..to  number,  of  gliders  and  number  of  vehicles.- 
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■■■ANNEX  NO.  1  'D;(3)  TO  '  f- OPERATION  NEPTUNE 

HISTOI ICAL  Ni  RRATIVE  POE  .  82D  AIRBORNE  DJVJDION 

NORMANDY  .  ANALYSIS  CF  OFFICER  CASUALTIES 

(Adjusted  July  26,  1944) . 
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ANNEX  HO.  2  TO 
AG  COMPANY  HISTORICAL 
NARRATIVE  SOR  NORMANDY 


AIR  RE SUPPLY 

Following  is  a  report  submitted  by  the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  G— 4  on 
25  July  1944. 

1.  Resupply  during  Operation  NEPTUNE  breaks  down  .into  two  phases. 

\ 

Phase  I.  Automatic  resupply  dropped  by  parachute  the  morning  of  D 

plus  1. 

Phase  II.  Resupply  on  call  delivered  by  glider  at  various  times 
after  break  through  occurred"  and  beachead  was  sufficiently  organized  to 
permit  gliders  to  land  on  the  beach  or  large  fields  without  opposition. 

2.  Phase  I .  This  was  a  pre-arranged  delivery  of  about  250  tons  of  all 
types  of  expendable  supplies  —  mainly  ammunition.  '  Of  the  250  tons,  only 
about  200  tons  left  the  UK  due  to  non-availability  of  equipment  in  UK.  This 
was  dropped  in  and  around  the  Division  area.  About  50 jo  was  picked  up  at  once 
—  some  items  reaching  small  groups  who  were  still  isolated  west  of.  the 
MERD3RST  River,  Some  undoubtedly  fell  in  German  hands.  A  continuing  search 
was  made  for  these  bundles  and  it  is  believed  that  we  eventually  found  about. 
70^  or  140  tons  of  this  equipment, 

3.  Phase  II .  Deliveries  during  this  period  were  in  response  to  our 
requests  for  signal  equipment,  crew-served  weapons,  including  artillery 
pieces,  and  GAMMON  grenades.  AL1  of  this  equipment  arrived  safely  and 
reached  this  Division  ex:cept  for  6000  'GAMMON  grenades  lost  due  to  our  not 
sending, a  representative  'to  follow  this  property  through  ,to  this  Division. 

A  list- of  major  items  of  these -shipments  follows: 


4  -  57mm,  AT  guns 

19  -  81mm 

20  -  60mm 
10  -  .LMG 
20  -  HKG 
50  ■  —  nTRij 

4  -  75mm,  'Pack  Hows 


3  -  105mm,  M3  Hows 
11,000  -  GAMMON  grenades 

4  -  SCR- 193. 

4  -  SCR-284  . 

3  -  SCR-300 
45  miles  wire,  V-130 
1  ton  batteries 


AMEX  KO.  3  TO 
AC  COMP ABY  HISTORICAL 
FARRATI  VE  FOR  FORHAIDY 


AIR  MOYSHEHT  TABLES 


Extracted  from  official  air  movement  tables  published  in  Field  Orders  rof 
the  82d  Airborne  Division  and  the  52d  and  53d  Troop  Carrier  tings .  Code  names 
were  those  assigned  by  Supreme  Headquarters,  Allied  Expeditionary  Force. 


AIR  U 

Ov'EMERT  TABLE  -  PAR) 
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Ser¬ 

ial 
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Unit  a/C  . 
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Folkingham 

0 

0617 

40 

Besuppl'y' 

314  qp  ' 

46  . 

Saltby 

0 

0623 

41- 

Ee supply 

316  Gp 

46 

Cottesmore 

O' 

0629' 

TOTAL  „p.Cj 

LIFT;- 

~378 

Ser-  . 
ial 

;  .AID. 

Airborne  Unit 

il01S13i.\T 

USTCC  ; 
Unit 

TABLE  -  GLIDER  : 

Ho.  Gliders 

a/c  CG  Hor- 

4A  sa:  \ 

Takeoff  LZ 
.  Airfield 

LZ  - 
Time 

HI  SSKDE 

"DBTHOIT" 

■; 

.Cat 

ML  ':  ; 

• 

28 

Btrys  A  &  3  80 

437  Gp 

52 

42 

- 

Samsbury  0  . 

6400 

Abn  AA  Bn 

- 

- 

Eq  82  Abn  Div  (-) 

6 

ASP  (Glider).  . 

1 

82  Abn  Div-  Arty 

- 

1 

.  .•  ' 

82  Abn  Sig  Co  • 

2 

hi 

"3LhI  BA" 

(D-D 

AY) 

. 

30 

Btry  C  .  80  Abn-“ 

437  Gp 

26. 

13 

Salisbury  ¥  • 

2110 

Aii  Bn 

Eq  .82  Abn  Div 

-4. 

‘  Ctod  Vein,  Div  Hq 

3 

82  Abn  Sig  Co 

1 

' 

ASP  (Glider).  ’ 

-1 

i 

82  Abn  -.Div  Arty 

1 

i 

Eq  80  Abn  AA  Bn 

2 

31 

307  Abn  lied  Co 

438  Gp 

50 

18 

Greenhorn  ¥ 

2120 

82  Sen  Plat 

11 

Commons 

82  Abn .  Si g  Co 

M 

9 

Eq  82  Abn  Div 

9 

ASP  V  ehi  cl  e  s' .  ( Pr  ch  t) 

2 

- 

32 

319  Gli  PA  Bn 

436  -  Gp 

50 

40.  ,  ' 

Membury  ’  ¥ 

2300 

. 

320  Gli  PA  Bn . 

4 

A 

82 ‘Abn  -Div  Arty 

A.  "  " 

1  . 

2 

.  .307  .  Abn  Med  Co  , 

-  -1  ! 

1 

• 

Co  A  307  Abn  - 

*  *  •  ' 

-  . 

1 

-Sngr  Bn  (-) 

33 

'  320  Gli  FA  Bn- 

435  Gp  ' 

50 

12 

38 

¥el  for  d  ¥ 

2310 

.  "  - 

••Missioif' 

'GALVESTOr 

IT 

s  '  •(  3  plus  orB) 

1  Bn  325  Gli  Inf  437  C%>  .  50  28  15  Bamsbury  ¥  0700 

Co? A  307  Abn-  .4  3 

Sngr  Bn 


34 


Ser¬ 

ial 

Airborne  Unit  U3TCC 

Unit 

.  Bo. 

a/c 

Gliders 

CG  Hor- 
4a  sa 

Takeoff 
Airfi  eld. 

LZ 

LZ 

Time 

35 

Hq  &  Hq  Co  325  434  Gp 

50 

40 

Aldermaston  W 

0710 

Gli  Inf  ^ 

82  Abn  Biv  Arty  , 

5 

Co  A  307  Abn  Engr  Bn 

2 

82  Abn  Ren  Plat . . 

2 

Cmd  Veh  508  Prcht  Inf 

1 

,  '  MIS8I0P 

"HAOPFS. 

:*.CK  ** 

(in? 

t> 

LIJS  CPF) 

36 

2  Bn  325  Gli  Inf  439  Cp 

50- 

10 

15 

Uppotery 

If 

0900 

2  Bn  401  .Gli  inf 

t 

10 

15 

37 

2  Bn  325  Gli  Inf  Sply  441 

50 

18 

0910 

2  Bn  401  Gli  Inf  Sply 

18 

Serv  Co  325  Gli  Inf 

3 

Gnd  Veh  505;  507  ;  508 

/ 

11 

Prcht  Infs 

— ; — 

— ; — 

HOiALS 

428 

240 

188 

HOTS}  Figures  for  Hq.,  82  Abn 

Biv  Kq  include 

Biv  Hq 

Co  and  82 

Abn  KP 

Plat. 

mm 


HO  82?  AIRBORNE  DIVISION 
ANNEX  NO.  3a  TO 

ACCOMPANY  HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE 

FOR 

NORMANDY 

•  PRCHT  TAKE-OFF  FIELDS. 

<g>  GUDER  TAKE-OFF  FIELDS. 


Scale*  Ten  Miles  to  One  Inch 


INGHAM 


'/NOON 


MOUTH 


'MOUTH 


QPmerryfield 


QPupottery 


^MEMBURY 

&WELFORO  ^READING 

QDramsbury 

^GREENHAM  COMMON 
T\.  ®AL0ERMA8T0N 


•FULBECK 

•BARKSTON 
HEATH 

_  #FOLKINGHAM 

#SALTBY 

#  NORTH  WITH  AM 
•COTTESMORE 


'LEICESTER 


•SRANHOE 


NOTTINGHAM 


AN  M*V«  MM  t#  60 


ATLANTA  IEN  DEPOT, lit,  t|*  1  I*  4  ••  t  ,  ttt 


CHERBOURG 


^BRICQUEBECi 


<^VALOGNES 


MONTEBOURG 


82B  AIRBORNE  DIVISION 
ANNEX  NO.  4b  TO 

ACCOMPANY  HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE 
FOR 

NORMANDY 

GLIDER  LANDING  PATTERNS 
6-7  JUNE  194  4 
(See  also  Annex  3) 


LEGEND ■ 


•  =  (any  color)- CG  4A  or  Horsa  Glider. 

BLUE  =  Serial  28. 

BLACK  =  Serials  30  S  31. 

RED  =  Serials  32  a  33. 

BROWN  =  Serials  34  a  35. 

GREEN  ■  Serials  36  a  37. 

NOTES 8 

GENERAL1  5  Gliders  landed  from  24  to  33  miles  from  LZ's. 
SERIAL  28-3  Gliders  MIA,  no  exact  location  know  on  3  Gliders. 

SERIALS  30  ft  31  )  These  serials  were  briefed  for  LZ"W".  A 
SERIALS  32  8  33) 

message  was  sent  from  Hq  82?  A/B  DIVISION,  NORMANDY,  reque¬ 
sting  that  these  serials  be  directed  to  LZ  "0".  This  message  sent 
was  not  received  by  IX  TCC.  A  panel  was  displayed  at  061500 
from  the  reconnaisance  plane  for  the  D  Day  Dusk  serial  indicating 
that  the  Eureka  and  panels  would  be  placed  in  vicinity  of  LZ  M0. 
This  plane  never  saw  the  panel.  The  Eureka  and  the  panel  landing 
"T"  were  set.  up  in  the  vicinity  of  LZ  "0"  and  the  resulting  "pull" of 
the  Eureka  versus  the  briefing  of  the  pilots,  both  glider  ^and  tug 
may  account  for  the  general  dispersion  between  "0  a  W. 
SERIALS  34  a  35-  One  Glider  landed  at  PORTLAND  BILL,  ENG- 
LANDj  no  exact  location/&€wn  on  2  Gliders. 

SERIALS  36  a  location  known  for  2  Gliders. 

scale 

I  12  3  4  5 


L 


4&W  SAUVEUR  Le  VIGOMTE 


<$PONT  L'ASBE1 
^-^(Etienville) 

x*  T>. 


*  *  y  •  *•  * 

y.s* Sv  A*  .* 

I***  •  /  '  W*  *4  ,v* 

*  I  ?*  "A 


•  •  • 


La  HlfE  Du  PUITS 


ATLANTA  SEN  01  A  OT  ,S  *  4  «.  I  00 


CARENTAN 

«S^ 


^ISIGNY 


825  AIRBORNE  DIVISION 
ANNEX  NO.  4a  TO 

ACCOMPANY  HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE 
FOR 

NORMANDY 

RftRACHUTE  DROP  PATTERNS 
6  June  1944 
(see  also  Annex  3a) 

LEGEND- 

e  =  Stick  or  Planeload  of  Parachutists, 
x  *  Pathfinders. 


STICKS  NOT  SHOWN  ON  CHART ; 

a.  RED-  One  stick  destroyed  on  runway,  one  returned  to  ENG¬ 
LAND. 

GREEN  -  One  stick  missing  in  action,  no  location  known  on 
six  sticks. 

BLACK- One  stick  25  miles  south  of  Drop  Zone,  ten  sticks 
20  miles  south  of  Drop  Zone,  no  location  known  on  two 
sticks. 

5  Miles 


CARENTAN 


ISIGNY 


82?  AIRBORNE  DIVISION 
ANNEX  NO.  5  TO 

ACCOMPANY  HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE 
FOR 

NORMANDY 


Uq.82“  Airborne,  division 

APO  469  U.S.  ARM1) 


HORSA 


_ ARMY 

29  JULY  1944 

Statistical  STotiy.  based  on  reports  of 
division  Personnel  ,  of  Glider,  landing*  of 
82°  A/B  DIVISION  TROOPS  in  operation 
'NEPTUNE'  6-7  JUNE  1944  -RiOOwaV 

CaMMANOINO' 
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